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Calendar. 


January 1.—U. C. College winter term begins. 
Jaumaty 6 to January 13.—Week of prayer. 
January 8.—Defiance College second term begins, 
jnnuary 9.—Christian Publishing Association 
at the C. P.- A. Chapel, Dayton, Ohio. 
c. C. Board of Education, C. P. A. 


trustees’ 
‘ting, 
January 9.—A, 
, Dayton, Ohio. 
anuary 17.—Elon College second term begins. 
I inuary 21.—Starkey Seminary re gents’ examinations. 
January 28,—Starkey Seminary second \s inter term begins. 
Ma ireh 12.—-Palmer College spring term begins. 
Mlareh 26.—Defiance Colleg e third term begins. 
farch 26.—Urion ¢ ‘bristian College spring term begins. 
M: ay 20-23.—World’s Sundayschoo! Conve ution, at Rome, 
March 28.—Elon College fourth quarter begins. 
April 18.—Starkey Seminary spring term ‘begins. 
I; ay 8.—Christian Biblical Institute, trustees’ 
1 graduating exercises, 
une 2.—Palmer College baccalaureate sermon. 
Tune 4. —Wlon College Board of Trustees. 
June 5.—Defiance College Trustees. 
June 5.—Palmer College commencenient. 
une 6.—Defiance College commencement 
1 une 6.—Elon College commencement. 
June 11.—Defiance College summer school. 
Tune 12.—Union Christian College commencement. 
June 17. —Starkey Seminary regents’ examinations. 
June 25.-—-Starkey Seminary trustees. 
June 26. —-Starkey Seminary commencement. 
September 18.—-Christian Biblical Institute school 


egins, 


Build- 


meeting, 


yeur 


are fallen from the heights of 
divine things is 
greeting of Christ- 


we 
appreciation of 


How far 
Christian 
illustrated in the courteous § 
mas morning, “I wish you a merry ¢ ‘hristmas; 
merriment and fun, through the ages, having 
taken the place of the deeper and loftier 
which is the priv- 


and 


more spiritual discernment, 
ileze of the child of God. 
wonder, ought to animate men on Christmas; 
merriment is 


Admiration, love, 


not earthly merriment, save as 
used as synonymous with happiness. 
' to celebrate the birth 
called “Wonder- 


that he could be 


For on 
Christmas we ought 
of him whose name is 
ful.” It is wonderful 


“Was willing to be born »again. 


be b, sa0 
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born . again. It that he 
It. is won- 
derful that angels did not object, seeing that 
they could not understand it. It was wonder. 
ful that he was “made in the likeness of men.” 


It was wonderful, that he “took the form of 


is. wonderful 


a servant.” It was wonderful that he could be. 


tempted in all points like as we are. It was 
wonderful that he did not fail in his character, 
under the experience of such extreme 
changes of condition. It was wonderful that 
he consented to die. It was wonderful 
that he invited us to be born again, that we 
might experience the metamorphosis from the 
carnal to the spiriual. Oh! at Christmas tine 
we are brought to confront the wonderful, as 
we can be at no time until we are born inte 
the heavenly world, when, may be, angels 
will announce to angels our birth, with loud 
acclaim welcoming us to heaven,~and 
“Glory to God in the highest.” 


saying, 


Denominational Defects, or 
Disadvantages. 


One of the many weak points among the de- 
nominational habits of the Christians is al- 
laded to in the following letter from the talent- 
ed Rey. B. S. Maben, of Griswold, lowa: 

GRISWOLD, lowa, Nov. 16, 1906. 


DreaR_BrotHEeR SUMMERBELL:—Can_vonu-ei~o—-* 
the Hexarp a little e: impaign on weekly! systematic 


giving or paying for tho chuvsh avponsoe? 


Our fathers, more than one hundred years ahead 
of their times, brought our attention to God’s mission 
of love, liberty and union in his church; but I think 
we are at least twenty-five or fifty years behind th 
times in carrying that mission into effect. 

To save and advance many of 
must have weekly payments accor” 

Let brethren who have found a. 
systems write, to the teaching of o 

Men are drayyn from us because « 
tions are coming nearer us in liberty 
in some, if not in many cases, are in 
in systematic, and consequently larger financial abil- 
ity. 

Please put this in Heratp if you want to do so, or 
better put in something from your own pen. 

How many of our own churches are going along 
with one-half or one-quarter time preaching that 
could be pastorated, the stronger and weaker churches 
to greater success! 


our 


aud 
.ance of us 


going together 
Give us a campaign along these lines. We need it. 
It must come. Ministers may have to be a little un- 
and not reach for a strong church where they 
may preach once in four weeks, and then hunt for 
another and another stronger church, ready to be 
duped with such foolish methods. Let the strong and 
weak church near each other settle a pastor on their 
field and then push the work and adopt weekly pay- 
MABEN. 


selfish 


nents for value received. B. S. 

The weekly system of payment, in churches 
that have preaching every Sunday, is coming 
more and more into use, and has no opposi- 
tion that we hear of; so that it is not necessary 
to emphasize that. But it is important that 
our brethren realize the righteousness of ade- 
quately supporting the ministry, the lack of 
adequate support being sometimes the cause 
of bringing different strong churches together 
into one pastorate. While our people are im- 
proving very rapidly as to support of pastors, 
they do not yet make the proper sacrifices. We 
write this not because of any personal griev- 
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ance, however, having always been properly 
supported. But our people do not yet recog- 
nize the stringent commands of the Bible. 
They forget that Jesus forbade his apostles to 
provide financially for themselves; saying that 
the laborer was worthy of his hire. They for- 
get that when Paul said, (Gal. 6:8) “He that 
soweth to the fiesh shall of the flesh reap-cor- 
ruption,” he was referring to the sin of saving 
for one’s self out of what ought to be given to 
the preacher. The passage is as follows 


“Let him that is taught in the word communicate 
unto him that teacheth in all good things. Be not 
deceived ; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth 
to his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption ; 
but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit 
reap eternal life.” 


It harmonizes with Paul’s 
corded in I Cor. 9: 4-14: 


“Have we no right to eat and to drink? 
What soldier ever serveth at his own charges? who 
planteth a vineyard, and eateth not the fruit thereof? 
or who feedeth a flock, and eateth yot of the milk 
of the flock? Do I speak these things after 
manner of men? or saith not the law the same? For 
it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muz 
zle the ox when he treadeth out the corn. * * * He 
that ploweth ought to plow in hope, and he. that 
thresheth, (to thresh) in hope of partaking If we 
sowed unto you spiritual things, is it 2 great*matter 
if we shall reap your carnal things? * * * Know ye 


not that they that minis sacred -_ 
Tempe anti tha’ _ 

have’ their. portion 

the Lord ordai: 

gospel should _lir- 


The 7 


doctrine as re- 


* e+ * € 


the 


the 


so did 


altar 


su unis sub- 

rapidly improving. 
uenominational conduct is 
ministers’ ceasing to 


i so many 


u actively, and the cause why so many 
churches are destitute of pastors; though not 
the sole cause of such things. 

Some of our people have had a misunder- 
standing along another line; one that is ex- 
pressed forcibly by Dr. J. L. Puckett, the bril- 
the denomination 


his Christian 


liant founder of known as 
the Christian 
Indicator of September, 1906: 

A CHurcH WITHOUT A Votce.—Some of our readers 
have some knowledge of a religious denomination 
called the Christian Church—not the “disciple” 
church. Theoretically it holds to a strictly biblical 
position and it is made up of 
Christians as ever lived, but 
that it has no efficient system of 
the very nature of its organic principles it seems im- 
possible for it ever to have. It holds a general quad- 
rennial convention, but it is practically without power 
to do anything except to advise, and its churches and 
their 
advice thus given. 


Congregation, in 


as grand a company of 
misfortune is 
and in 


its great 


government, 


generally show independence 
by refusing to follow the 

Their Quadrennial will 
Huntington, Ind., and in a long editorial in the HeEr- 
ALD OF GosPEeL Lisperty, the organ of the church, Rey. 
J. J. Summerbell, able editor, bewails the 
long established reputation of the convention to do 
nothing for the church at large. In it he quotes at 
length from a former editorial, written 
effect. Dr. Summerbell’s editorial 
is the of wisdom; happy would it be 
for the success of the good old Christian chureh if 
the Convention would follow his advice. But they 
will not, and, practically, they cannot. For a con- 
vention of that kind to think of accomplishing any- 


preachers quite 


meet in a few weeks at 


its very 


eight years 
ago, to the same 


very essence 
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thing by simply “advising” without any power to en- 
force its action is worse than childish—it is folly. 
* * * * * . 

A few members get together and start a-_ college 
soine place. They get along quite well for a while 
until some other brother concludes to go into the col- 
lege business a few miles away. If he happens to 
be a little smoother than the other people, he kills 
their college and all their money and effort is lost. 
Hie will get along swimmingly. until a third party 
starts another college and knocks him out of the box: 
This is the way that Antioch College was lost. to the 
Christian Church; this is the way that Union Chris- 
tian College is almost as good-as lost; this will be 
the way that Defiance College may be lost in a few 
years when Wesley McReynolds dies or goes into 
something else. 

A short time ago we were talking.to a thoughtful 
member of that church from the West, and we men- 
tioned that his church now has a college at a cer- 
tain town in Ilowa—naming it. “Yes,” he said, “we 
bave one there, and when I left home a couple of 
brethren had gone into a thicket to cut poles to 
build another one.” 

What sense is there in a church attempting to 
work in such a desultory and disorganized way as 
that? Has not the church some right to speak with 
authority as to the management of her colleges and 
other important enterprises? Why gag the great body 
of the church so that it cannot speak with authority, 
while self-appointed leaders have all the authority 
of the Pope, to run their institutions—run them some- 
times in their own personal interest—run them until 
they run them into the ground, 

This power of a denomination to “enforce its 
action” is what we do not desire. It has been 
the bane of Christendom since the days of 
Constantine and. the first creed. The visible 
church since Constantine has often been “en- 
forcing its action,” until the liberty where- 
with Christ, made us free has disappeared. 
The church lias forgotten that when Peter ask- 
ed Jesus what“this man should do,” Jesus re- 
pilea, 9 

We say this power which the Indicator sym- 
patay My adyecetas for ug, of “enforcing ac- 
tion,” has been the bane of Christendom. Un- 
til the time that the visible church hegan to 
“enforce its action,” it progressed with almost 


Flat lp thbat’tw the-, LoVe thaw ma 


steady success; in those times it conquered the 
ivilized world. But its power was in the 
uth, not in organization. The truth cap- 
tured the world. Then carnally minded men 
crept into the church, captured the offices, 
adopted human creeds and laws, perfected “or- 
ganization,” and “enforced the action” of the 
visible church. From that time its high moral 
and spiritual tone declined; only to spring up 
again in limited degree when the visible church 


c 
4 
ti 


on account of its abominable corruptions in 
a measure lost its power to “enforce its action.” 
And from the day of Luther until now the 
visible church has been losing its power to 
“enforce its action” in.direct proportion to 
its gain of spiritual worthiness and improve- 
ment in moral conduct. And in our own land 
those denominations that have the most power 
to “enforce their action” are those among 
which defaleations, intemperance, sexual loose- 
ness, and financial dishonesty are most preva- 
lent. 

Therefore we wish our people to respect our 
action, not because we “enforce” it, but be- 
cause we persuade them that it is right; that 
it is according to the truth. We would rather 
advise them than compel them. For we know 
that Jesus approved the truth, as that which 
sanctifies. 


The disaster at Antioch College, to which 
the Indicator alludes, did not come from lack 
of power to “enforce action,” but from un- 
We placed Horace 
Mann, trained among another people, (though 


faithfulness to ourselves. 
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later he joined us,) in charge as president. He 
brought with him as co-workers and co-man- 
agers many of his former associates. They did 
not administer well financially, and the college 
was sold under their management. Hon. F. 
A. Palmer bought it at the sale. He placed it 
again partially under Unitarian control: twelve 
Christian trustees and eight Unitarian, with 
plenty of power to enforce action, Later, the 
Unitarian trustees proposed that the Christian 
trustees raise an endowment of $100,000, and 
be allowed a year to do it, and if successful 
the Unitarian trustees would resign; but if 
the Christians did not raise the money, the 
Unitarians should then be allowed a year, and, 
if successful, four of the Christian trustees 
should resign, thus enabling the Unitarians 
to have twelve trustees. The Christian trus- 
tees, during their year, made no attempt to 
raise the $100,000. At the end of the second 
year, Elhanan Devore, one of the Christian 
trustees, in going home from the trustees’ meet- 
ing, stopped at the home of N. Summerbell. 
Mrs. Summerbell said, 

“Well, Brother Devore, did the Unitarians 
raise the hundred thousand dollars?” 

“Yes, Sister Summerbell, they raised it.” 

“Did they raise the whole hundred thou- 
sand?” | 

“Yeg.” ; 

“Klhanan Devore, you know they did not 
raise it.” 

“Sister Summerbell, that is not the right way 
to talk to me, when I said they did raise it.” 
“PIhanan Devore, where is the money?” 

Devore then went on to explain that the mon- 
ey was not really produced, nor negotiable se- 


curities; but that various members of the 
boara agreed tu see that the moncy wap raised, 


virtnally Assnming the amount needed, . On 


this flimsy consideration the Christians turned 
the control over to the Unitarians. Later, the 
Unitarians, by a courtesy almost unequaled 
among denominations, turned the control of the 
school over to an educational society of the 
Christians, giving us in great degree the prac- 
tical benefit of the college for years, under the 
presiding of O. J. Wait or D. A. Long, though 
keeping, through their board. of trustees, the 
ownership and management of the property, 
whose use we enjoyed. Still later the educa- 
tional society by our own people was dissolved, 
giving up our power over the school. The 
leaders in this dissolution were G. D. Black, 
George E. Merrill, C. W. Choate, Byron R. 
Long and others. 

In the whole losses at Antioch, the trouble 
for us was not the lack of power. to enforce 
action, but lack of denominational enthusiasm, 
and disregard for our denominational rights. 
And we might refer to all other disasters as 
illustrations of the same principle. We have 
had power enough to enforce action, but we 
have not had faithfulness enough. 

Concerning the other point that the Indi- 
cator makes, virtually that the convention 
would not take action on our eight-year-old 
proposition to utilize the labors of the unem- 
ployed ministers to secure pastors for the 
cestitute churches, we reply that the Conven- 
tion did take action, placing the enterprise 
under the control of the secretary of home mis- 
sions. It is possible that the managers of the 
Convention (we do not know) adopted the 
plan of two mission secretaries instead of one, 
partly to allow the home mission secretary to 
have more time to work out the great enterprise 
of vivifying the destitute churches in this way. 
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And it is now only a question of management; 
not of power to-enforce action. There is 
enough “power” given. What we need is to 
have the unanimous vote of our people car- 


ried out. For the home mission secretary to 


evade this trust, or to fail in it, would be 
amazing. ‘ 

Among some of our brethren, however, there 
is a philosophy prevailing that we regret; 
which tends to neglect the country church for 
the city church. 

For our country and age must be saved, not 
by the city churches, but by the country 
churches. A denomination may be saved, in 
a degree, or aggrandized, by the city church, 
but humanity is to be saved by the true men 
that come from the country. The best preach- 
ers. (vest in the sense of saving men) come 
from. the country. The great cities are the 


cancers of great states. The Athenian Empire - 


was poisoned by the lack of patriotism of Ath- 
ens in the day of its brilliant domination, not- 
withstanding its art and refinement; the mass 
of free citizens finally being “saddled” on the 
public treasury, like “played out” politicians 
or failed preachers in our day, only on a more 
tremendous scale. In the Roman Republic, 
the honest and industrious peasantry in the 
rural districts could not permanently compete 
with the enormous slave labor of the wealthy 
senators, and the small farmers were drained 
from the country to the city of Rome, where 
they became the instruments by which the 
corrupt rich gained arbitrary control of the 
government. The Roman Empire, in its turn, 

yas destroyed by the vices of Constantinople. 
The Venetian rule over the Mediterranean 
passed away because of the oppression by the 


aristocrats of the city of Venice, which became 
the. government. When the city Decumes sv 


great as to control a nation, that nation is 
doomed. 


We must, as Christians, take care of the 
country, from which comes the stalwart, hon- 
est citizenship of the land. All our churches and 
ministers that need help should be cared for 
It is only an executive question; a matter of 
individual capacity, not of denominational de- 
fect. 


But a real fault of our people is alluded to 
in a mistaken way by the Christian Standard 
(Disciple) of September 16, 1906. The Stan 
dard ably refutes the position of any denomina- 
tion exclusively to claim the name “Christian 
Church” for itself, in a strong attack on our 
people. In this we sympathize somewhat with 
the- position of the Standard: for Christian 
Church-is not a Bible name, and has. lurking 
in it the tendencies of sectarianism that our 
people oppose; Church-ism. Jesus Christ’s 
word was my congregation; based on him-and 
his Sonship to God; not on official organiza- 
tion by human hands. It is the individuals 
Jesus loves, the people who are the elements 
of the congregation, the Christians, the disci 
ples who were first called Christians at Anti- 
och. So we can speak of oursélves as the Chris- 
tian connection, or the Christian denomination, 
or the Christian body, or the Christian church, 
or Christians, but not the Christian Church. 
Our grievance against the Disciples is not that 
they call themselves Christian, but that they 
take the name in so many places to deceive, 
and that they do not extend fellowship to al! 
Christians, as they ought to if they take the 
name. . But the Standard writes about us 


(using a nickname, however) as follows: 
Our friend is misled when he says that they make 
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Christian character the only test of Christian fellow- 
ship. They think they do, of course, but what is real- 
ly their test of fellowship is not Christian character, 
put ordinary morality. Men eannot have Christian 
character without Christian faith, but we understand 
that our’ friends of the “Christian church” would 
readily receive into their membership Unitarians or 
other moral people who are not willing to accept 
Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the living God. If 
we are in error here, it will give us great pleasure 
to acknowledge our mistake. 

Nobody ean have Christian character without faith 
in and obedience to Christ as the Son of God. John 
said, “Who is the liar, but he that denieth that Jesus 
is the Christ?” Certainly we are not to have fellow- 
ship with theological liars, however correct their 
lives may be in other directions. Paul says, “For 
ye are all sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus, for as 
many of you as were-baptized into Christ did put 
on Christ,” and Luke says concerning those who 
yielded to inspired Peter’s preaching on Pentecost, 
that “they that gladly received his word were bap- 
tized, and the same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls, and these continued stead- 
fastly in the: apostles’ doctrine, in-the fellowship, 
in the breaking of bread, and in prayers... .and- the 
Lord added daily such as were being: saved.” Yet 
here is a group of people, claiming the name “Chris- 
tian church” exclusively, but ignoring the plain gos- 
pel conditions of fellowship, and accepting people 
into their communion who refuse to obey Christ in 
his ordinances. Little wonder that, notwithstanding 
their plea for Christian union, they. make slow prog- 
ress in the world. Their strength is turned into 
weakness by their unevangelical and unscriptural 
basis of fellowship. No one‘can have fellowship in 
any true Christian church who does not confess that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God, and 
obey him in baptism, 


The Standard makes two mistakes: (1) We 
do not welcome applicants who reject Jesus as 
the Christ, the Son of God. We simply do not 
force our interpretation of the names or offices 
of Jesus on our brother. Although we lately 
heard of a brother who said he could fellowship 
a Buddhist or Confucianist, we opine he was 
speaking in some special sense: for such talk 
is not common with us; (2) We do not take 
the name Christian church “exclusively,” nor 
Christian Church. In fact we wish all would 
take the name Christian, and practice the ideé 
of it. 

But the Standard does hit us a justifiable 
blow, in picturing us as neglecting truth, dog- 
ma, doctrine. (But we could not for a moment 
admit that the Standard is right in excluding 
from the right to be called-Christians those 
who are not “baptized,” meaning immersed). 
We have neglected the truth for years; we 
have left it in the background; we have allow- 
ed the men who defended it to be ostracised ; 
we have put into charge of our enterprises 
men whose belief on the questions that divided 
denominations no one had ever learned; when 
the time came that these officials could serve 
worldly interests better by neglecting their 
trusts or turning them over to the sects they 
have done so. The Disciples have been wise as 
serpents in this regard. They have stood for 
a dogma. They have been instant, in season, 
out of season. Though their special dogma was 
an outrageous one, they have fought for it at 
home and abroad, while walking by the way, 
while lying down, and when rising up. Hence, 
their converts aré always Campbellists. They 
do not make good Methodists and Congrega- 
tionalists. They must be converted from 
Campbellism, to join an ordinary church. 

That is, there is power even in error, as a dog- 
na, if it is supposed to be the truth. 

And, whatever may be said to the contrary, 
truth, even the lower kind of truth, mental 
truth, or dogma, is the very foundation of the 
moral life, and even of the spiritual. Dr. 
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George H. Ball, the Free Baptist, in writing 
about the coming evangelistic campaign in the 
Morning Star, says: . 

Christian _idéas are the only remedy for false and 
harmful living. * * * ‘The revival now needed is 
that of ideas, thoughts, principles. The evangelist 
who. lacks a firm, clear, strong grip of the ideas 
Christ stands for can do little toward meeting cur- 
rent want. The people are thinking. 

All the denominations, except the Christians, 
have some dogma, or ism, for emphasis. Notice 
the following title headlines in the Christian 
Advocate of November 29, 1906: 

A million-for home missions and church extension. 
America for Christ; to entrench patriotism, Protes- 
antism, Methodism. 


But the Christians have no advantage in ap-*. 


pealing to any ism. Our emphasis is on the 
Bible, as far as it is peculiar. Then we should 
set forth Bible truth, with the emphasis no 
other denomination dare adopt. 

One of the hindrances tothe worldly success 
of the Christians is found in the fact that breth- 
ren who have no enthusiasm for their princi- 
les are seldom troubled by the opposition of 
yur people (and never in any formal way), but 
are allowed to hold pastorates and offices un- 
disturbed. This enables the worldly-minded 
minister, who is in the ministry chiefly as a 
profession, to held to position among us till he 
receives an invitation to some other denomina- 


i 


tion, which ke considers for his social or finan 
cial advantage. Such minister will sometimes 
fail in his pastorate, notwithstanding his in- 
offensiveness to the sects, and then we often 
place him in coptrol of denominational office, 
heedless of the fact that his church has wither- 
ed. While in the pastorate, preceding his de- 
parture for better pastures, this minister will 
be careful never to speak on doctrinés in such 
a way as to endanger his chances of receiving 
a call to the desired fields. Hence his churches 
are uninstructed on the subjects on which de- 
nominations differ, his influence is never de 
trinal or denominational, he often speak 


. disrespect of our ministers who : 


he speaks contemptuously of our ¢ 

or achievements, and the young 

his influence are ready to join a s 
nomination, though sometimes with <!ie pur- 
pose of showing that they are not sectarian. 
On this: account the worldly-minded minister 
is enabled to have his support till the very last 
minute among us, his influence being all the 
time against us. 

Some one might think we ought not to sub- 
mit to this imposition. But it is better to be 
many times imposed on than it is to change our 
beautiful principles. It is not our purpose to 
build up a great denomination, but to stand on 
ground that is unimpeachable as to character, 
individually and denominationally. 

But this brings us back to the point at which 
we began: Our defects and disadvantages are 
found in unfaithfulness to the truth; the same 
evil that injured the original church, brought 
in the Nicene Creed, the control by the state, 
and the divisions through the ages. And this 
point is brought out by General W. VY. Lucas, 
in a private letter to us, from which we make 
the following quotation: 

“The Disciples have gone to the front wonderfully. 
We stand for little or nothing, as a church, while 
they and others stand for dogmas and succeed. Our 
church is a recruiting field for all others. May be, 
that is a good way to serve the Master, but I am 
sectarian enough to believe that we should turn back 
to the old paths hewed out by Kinkade, Walter, Pur- 
viance, Summerbell and men like them, and when 
found travel in them. I believe in a positive posi- 
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tion; and if necessary to defend it, do it with mighty 
power from our leader. I rather like young Whita- 
ker’s style. Wish we had more such young men.” 

The men who do not know what they believe, 
or do not preach what they believe, however 
popular they may be persenally, are not the 
men who build up churches that endure after 
they depart. All the great churches of our peo- 
ple, those even now our strongest churches, 
were established or built up by doctrinal 
preachers. No fairly good church has been es- 
tablished in any other way, unless under the 
nursing of a mission board, sitting up day and 
night to dose it with finance. 

The- theory of this editorial is on one side 
illustrated in a case in the Congregationalist 
denomination, where there is a liberty almost 
imitating that of the Christians. Our readers 
may remember Rey. P. W. Sinks, who was once 
Christian church at Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, and of the Christian chureh at 
Fall River, Massachusetts. 


pastor of the 


After being pastor 
of the Christian church at Boston he went to 
the Congregationalists. We now find the fol- 
lowing in the Congregationalist of November 
24, 1906: 

F’RoM CONGREGATIONAL TO PRESBYTERIAN.—The First 
Congregational Church of Ridgway, Pa., Rev. Perry 
W. Sinks, pastor, recently voted to disband in order 
that its members might be organized as a Pr sbyteri- 
an church. .A council called to advise the church 
concerning this action met Nov. 8, nposed of the 
, Meadville. Wil- 
liamsport; also See. C. H. Richards, of the Church 
Building Society and See. Wa 


following churches: Ebensburg, K 


ington Choate, of the 
Home Missionary Society. The resuit of the coun- 


cil, which was unanimously adopted, answers sueh 


z the title te property 
held. in trust for denominational church purpeses that 
it is herewith printed in full: 
The council_eallad ls —#ba 
Chureh of Ridgway, Pa., to ac 
garding its proposed dis 
miembers may cor 
eall with nr 
the chy ) 


o 


important questions concerni 


vall- 

nerous gifts 

; to benevolent work; 

perty it has acquired, and abl 

Congregational pe *. It has learned 

prise and deep ww of the desire-of a 

number of its members to change from the Con- 

sregational to the Presbyterian we note 

that this action i. vote of but ninety 

members out of a total resident membership of two 

hundred and forty-eight, and that a number of those 

so voting expressed a prefer to remain as Con- 

gregationalists. We regret this council was not 

ealled two months earlier, when its advice might 

have been of more service to the church. If, however, 

it is the fixed determination of the majority to with- 

draw from our denomination, we bid them Godspeed 

and wish them abundant suecess in our sister denom- 

ination. We trust the change, if made, will be ac- 
complished with the utmost possible harmony. 

We can but express our feeling that after full in- 
quiry made of the members of the church, we can 
discover no adequate reason for the proposed change, 
and hope that the action of the church may be re- 
considered. 

We recall the fact that the church building, erected 
in 1882, was built by contributions of devoted men 
and women, given for the expresS purpose of a Con- 
eregational church, which therefore became a_ trust 
to be administered for the denomination to which 
it belonged ; and that the law expressly provides that 
this money must not be diverted from: the purpose 
for which it was given; so that any minority of the 
chureh may remain, be recognized as the church, and 
retain control of the property. We would strongly 
advise against a dissolution of the church unless some 
provision is made to safeguard this money, given ex- 
pressly for Congregational uses, to the denomination 
which the %najority prefer to leave 

We would recommend that all controversy over 
this matter be avoided by the agreement of those 
wishing to become Présbyterian that an equitable 
sum, to be agreed upon between the majority and 
minority, and not less than one-half -of the cost of 
the present church, be paid into the treasury of the 
Congregational Church Building Society, to be put 
into Congregational church building in. Pennsylvania, 
and possibly in aid of some church in Ridgway, thus 
conserving ‘the interest of the donors. And in case 
this is done we advise the minority to assent to the 
dissolution of the church, and the transfer of the 
property to the new organization. By such agreement 
and action, the moral obligation resting upon this 
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church by its distinctive Congregational inheritance 


will be recognized, and in a measure, met to the 
donors and the denomination. 
C. THURSTON CHASE, Moderator. 
NEWMAN MatrHews, Scribe, 


It is interesting to see how conscientious the 
Congregationalists were about receiving money 
from John D. Rockefeller, and how they now 


cry out against the financial treachery contem- 


plated in the Ridgway case, though never havy- 


ing said a word against robbing the Christians ~ 


of the Marion and Randolph church properties. 
But we have no doubt.that the Ridgway Con- 
gregationalist Church was prepared for migra- 
tion to Presbyterianism, by a doubtful Congre- 
gationalism preached from its own pulpit. 
Doctrine is essential to integrity. Theology 
is the backbone of Christianity. Jesus was a 
teacher as well as benefactor. To make our 
religion chiefly a system of philanthropy, turns 
Christianity into _a mere Confucianism with 
Christian names; the churches becoming mere 
social clubs, or life insurance associations, or 
fashionable fraternities. You, who inveigh 
against doctrinal preaching, remember that 
Jesus, in the beginning of his prayer in John 
17th, says the life eternal is to know God and 
Christ; the Bible begins with a sentence about 
God, and closes with one about Christ; of the 
ten commandments, God makes the first four 
to refer to himself; of the seven petitions of 
the Lord’s prayer, Jesus makes the first three 
to refer to God, and it closes witha doxology 
about God. The slums cannot be saved, any 
more than the heathen, without the knowledge 
of God gnd his Son. The truth sanctifies, puri- 
fies, Spiritualizes, unites, strengthens, wins. 
Jesus camé into the world to bear witness to it, 


and he knew‘how to conquer the world. 
Se tha tenth 


For we have no ism to proclaim. We stand 
un-J7"¢ among" denominations. Sometimes an 
attcncapt at one of our cougregations may be 
at every service for months, and never hear a 
word or see an act that will not tend to-prepare 
him to unite with a sect when he goes to come 
other locality. That is, the pastor, in his effori 
to avoid sectarianism prepares all his hearers 
to be sectarians. 

An antidote for this is the truth; the truth 
of the Bible; and the truth that the sects deny 
or corrupt. This should be made plain. It is 
eur denominational power. To suppress such 
truth is essentially to be disloyal, not only to 
our own cause, but to Christ. It it to be with- 
out his spirit: for he said, “To this end was I 
born, and for this cause came I into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the truth.” 
And the truth that he bore witness to was 
truth that set him in opposition to the popular 
religionists of his time. He did not seek to 
magnify resemblances to the Pharisees and to 
minify differences. He attacked them severely, 
saying that they made void the law of God by 
their traditions. And they killed him for it. 
If we seek to build our church on resemblance 
to sects, it will not stand; great will be the fall 
of it. It will be owr church, not Christ’s. 
Christ’s congregation is built on the rock of 
truth: that is the one against which ‘the gates 
of Hades shall not prevail. 
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OTHER MATTERS OF GENERAL INTEREST ARB: 
—It is charged that $30,000,000 have been 
stolen from the stockholders of the Metropoli- 
tan surface railway system of New York City, 
and not denied. President Roosevelt surren- 
ders the deformed spelling for public docu- 
ments. Military executions continue in Rus- 
sia so numerously that the victims are num- 
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serving more than a year without: having been 
confirmed by the Senate; senators being un- 
willing to confirm Chairman Shonts, while re- 
ceiving two great salaries, one as chairman and 
the other as railroad president. The com- 
plaints from so many sections of the country 
concerning the so-called car shortage are an 
indication that the great railroad ‘managers 
are not as great business men as they are popu- 
larly represented to be. ‘They happen to be 
prominent, as froth is on the top of the wave. 


? 
At Toledo many 


violating the rebate law. Mrs. Dubois, in an 
address at Washington, said that six United 
States senators owed their election to the in- 
fluence of the Mormon Church. The bankers 
are moving strongly 6n Congress, to have» the 
currency fixed. There is a famine in China. 
15,000,000 are ‘said to “be destitute. At one 
point 500,000 sufferers are camped. The foot- 
ball rules may be changed again. Cassie Chad- 
wick, who swindled so many financiers, has 
complained of ill treatment at the Columbus 
penitentiary, and may be removed to some 
southern prison. Why do not small thieves 
complain and get an outing? The Panama 
Canal has cost $40,000,000, the great engineer 
Bates says, and the work has only begun. He 
antagonizes President Roosevelts’ assertions 
concerning the main issues. He characterizes 
the Gatun Dam feature of the enterprise as 
foredoomed *to failure, and cites engineering 
facts to support his contention. Some of the 
advocates of removing the Congregational An- 
duver Theological Seminary to Harvard con- 
tend that it wonld serve to heal the schism-of 
a century (between Congregationalism and 
Unitarianism). Union seems to be “in the 
air.” A school building in New York City 
was emptied of 1,000 children in three minutes, 
by the use of the regular fire drill, ahead of a 
real fire; a boy ten years old having quietly 
informed the principal of the fire. Teller, of 
Colorado, has been in the Senate thirty years. 
President Roosevelt threatened to use the 
whole power of the government in certain con- 
tingencies in the San Francisco-Japanese dif- 
ference. Rey. J. R. Campbell in a recent ser- 
mon in the City Temple, London, called his 
critics, “time servers,” “cowards” and “liars.” 
He is one of the most famous preachers of 
England, and an “advanced” thinker. , The 
length and frequency of President Roosevelt’s 
messages are now attracting criticism. His 
stay on the isthmus was seventy-two hours. 
The Czar announces February 19th as the date 
for the elections for his new Douma. The Pan- 
ama Canal Commission makes an optimistic 
report. President Roosevelt. advocated — the 
abolishing of the Panama Canal Commission 
and putting the work ‘in the control. of one 
commissioner. Chancellor Andrews, of Nebras- 
ka University, attacks the Salvation Army for 
collecting money for charity and making no 
adequate statement to the public, and by its 
Christmas dinner enterprise, cultivating pau- 
perism. He almost makes us regret the little 
offering we gave. Certainly all collectors of 
money that is donated should make detailed 
reports of the expenditures. To make reports 
that do not reveal anything does not evince 
noble purpose. But the Salvation Army replies 
that its books are open to inspection. The 
Roman Catholic Church is issuing, by various 


bered as an ‘army. Lovers of liberty will re 
gard seriously the fact that of our own coun- _ 
try the Panama Canal Commission has been — 


indictments are returned - 
against a railroad company and ice men for 


cardinals, archbishops and: bishops, in various 
places and in various ways, crafty pleas 
against the. course of the French Republic, 
which it charges with robbing: the church of 
its property. But if, in the United States, 
many churches, conferences, conventions and 
other societies incorporate themselves. under 
the law, and consider it a privilege, why can. 
not the churches in France organize the bodies 
required. Senator Foraker attacks President 
Roosevelt for punishing the colored troops, on 
two grounds: as contrary to law, and’as against 
the evidence as to guilt. Proofs are coming to 
light that the troops were not the rioters. Un. 
less care be taken, this business may come into 
a resemblance to the Dreyfus affair of France, 
Patrick, the lawyer condemned for the murder 
of the millionaire, Rice, at last was persuaded 
to sign an appeal to the governor for clemency, 
and has had his sentence commuted to. impri- 
sonment for life, and will continue his agita- 
tion for full vindication, The governor did 
right. Millionaire land thieves in Nebraska 
again have been convicted: A railway in a suit 
in Ohio refuses to produce in court its private 
contracts with shippers. Members of the 
cabinet are rebuked by senators in com- 
mittee meeting, for suspending laws. They, 
(the. senators), called it violation of law. 
The railroads of the country receive’ for- 
ty-seven millions for carrying the mails. 
The Senate follows the House as to spelling. 
A message of President Roosevelt, which had 
been first printed in the deformed spelling, 
was to be reprinted; and Vice-President Fair- 
banks, after question by Senator Lodge, or- 
dered it printed in the normal spelling, no one 
objecting. Sic transit gloria. Wnder the fee 
system just expiring in Ohio, the auditor of 
Cuyahoga County -received as his net compen- 
sation for the fiscal year the sum of $113; 
265.78. Probably this man was no more con- 
petent than some of his clerks receiving six 
or seven hundred dollars. Tremendous sal- 
aries do not conduce to honesty, but to corrup: 
tion. The authorities of St. John’s College, 
Annapolis, Md., deny that the students used 
Senior Hall as their rendezvous. previous to 
the lynching. Some of the students, however, 
watched the proceedings in the hall, while the 
mob was disguising itself. Now they say there 
were only ninety-three Japanese students in 
the schools at San Francisco. Bosh! What 
is the truth, anyway? It makes us think of 
Pilate’s question, “What is truth?” It seems 
that we must get very close to Jesus to get it. 
We cannot get it in money, nor in politics, nor 
in ecclesiasticism. Jesus only can giye it to 
us. A strike of government employees in Aus- 
tria consists in obeying the law strictly as 
written. In their service (postal) a man re- 
ceives forty-five cents on entering, and ninety 
cents after serving thirty to fifty years. If 
we remember aright, a strike occurred in Italy 
recently among railroad employees, where its 
form consisted wholly in obeying the regula- 
tions literally. Bryan’s announcement that 
Roosevelt’s statement that he would not be a 
candidate again should be respected, and that 
he could not get the nomination, is more and 
more commented on. The imprisonment of the 
miner, Hicks, by an accident in a tunnel, in 
California, where he was held helpless under 
a car for weeks, while rescuers worked day and 
night and with scientific appliances to save 
him, attracted the attention and sympathetic 


interest of the world, and joy was manifest in 
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his rescue. Just so, “There is joy in heaven” 
over the salvation of man from death of the 
soul. Secretary of the Interior Hitchcock has 
caused the conviction of eighty-nine land 
thieves. Are any of them in the penitentiary? 
New evidence, never used or discovered by 
Patrick, the condemned lawyer, comes to light, 
proving that he did not forge the will of the 
millionaire, Rice. We now believe that Patrick 
was the victim of a foul conspiracy. A bill 
has been introduced into the congress of Mex- 
ico to enable the government to buy raiiroads, 
in order to prevent their falling into the hands 
of United States immense corporations, which 
would run them for other corporations, for 
private benefit. In Russia, a boy seventeen 
years old, was tried by court martial and shot 
the same day for having thrown a bomb, kill- 
ing a Russian officer. In the German Reich- 
stag exposure was made of the manner in 
which the natives of southwest Africa. were 
outraged; conditions being worse than in the 
Congo Free State. This was before the disso- 
lution, of which we spoke last week. The Bur- 
lington Railroad begins a war on one of the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, for his pre- 
sentation of railroad accidents. Germany is 
said to be in a more prosperous condition than 
for years. A number. of congressmen go to 
Panama to inspect the canal. 


Valedictory. 

In laying down the trust which our brethren 
placed on us, first at the Haverhill Convention, 
then at the Newmarket Convention, and lastly 
at the Norfolk Convention, it is proper here to 


say that when we began this work we turned ” 


aside from congenial labor among beloved 
vrethren in a delightful pastorate that wished 
us to remain, to accept the editorship, with a 
painful sense of responsibility; and now we 
lay down the burden with a deep feeling of re- 
lief. 

We have edited the paper conscientiously, 
and rejoice that God has blessed the work. Our 
twelve years’ service has not been in vain. We 
have tried to make the journal an expression 
of the principles accepted by the Christians; to 
make it an instrument for their protection and 
upbuilding, as well as the spreading of the gos- 
pel and the bettering of-humanity. If we have 
succeeded in this we have accomplished our 
desire, Our service has been during a critical 
period, and God has guided events far better 
than we feared when we were first called to 
our task. 

We have not tried to make a family paper, 
nor a merely interesting journal, to win sub- 
scribers. Our time has been too valuable for 
that. We have won subscribers; but that has 
been a small matter compared with making 
brethren take interest in issues that are far 
reaching and eternal. We have not tried to 
please our readers by a careful silence on dis- 
puted subjects, thus ,concealing’ our own be- 
lief. We lave not shunned to declare the whole 
counsel of God. We have no respect for de- 
nhominational journalism that is like some 
preachers; merely catering for popular favor 
We have not used the editorial columns for 
personal advantage by “puffing” those whose 
favor we desired. But we have tried to assist 
our brethren, by: giving general information 
of matter that would help them and our gen- 
eral cause. We have not used the paper to 
conceal the news from the brethren; though 
even up to the last of our service we have 
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found a desire somewhat prevailing to keep. 


business from being fully known by the broth- 


erhood. With this we have had no sympathy; 


but we have not sought to embarrass brethren 
responsible for the success of our enterprises, 
by revealing business which they did not de- 
sire published. 

We need not describe difficulties we have 
met, many of which we have gradually over- 
come, but some of which must pass on to ‘handi- 
cap our successor. These unconquered diffi- 
culties, together with our own weakness, have 
prevented our making the paper what it ought 
to be. We expect it to be from this time on 
much better. Beside the help of a better united 
Zion than when we became editor, there is the 
great advantage of the new Publishing House, 
with its improved facilities. 

And all brethren may reasonably expect an 
improved Heratp. Dr. Barrett comes ‘to the 
position with an experience as long as that 
with which we close our work. He was for- 
merly editor for the period of twelve or four- 
teen years. 
ways which we cannot now take space to sug- 
gest. 

It has been published that at the Hunting- 
ton Convention we promised our successor our 
support. This statement, though kind, must 
have been made from defective recollection of 
our exact language: for Dr. Barrett has no 
need of our help, on account of his own per- 
sonal advantages over us; and we would not 
have been so vain as to have supposed that he 
desired it. He is a ready and voluminous writer, 
of well defined views, of positive purposes, of 
great activity, of strong physical frame, with 
information derived from-incessant travel, and 
intends to allaw the paper to he offensive to no 
one. His ability is so well recognized that we 
assure our readers that the paper will be revo- 
lutionized for the better. His personal jutlu- 
ence over the board of trustees, with the in- 
fluence of his helpers, will secure such desired 
results almost immediately. 

It must not be supposed that the new ¢ 
represents a section of our Zion. He has trav- 
eled extensively among our people, has been 
pastor of prominent churches, and has been 
favored north and south, and has been a gen- 
eral denominational officer for many years. 
Though Brother Barrett originally came from 
the south, in the election there was nothing 


ditor 


sectional, the south not being unanimous. . 


Hence, the thought of sectionalism, which we 
have heard, should be immediately repressed. 


And Dr. Barrett in his work will have over 


us a great advantage which we lament we have 
neyer possessed ;—an enjoyment: of the help of 
the divine Spirit, so constantly demonstrated, 
that his great desires have long been for other 
Christians to enjoy his spiritual life and close 
communion with God. 

It is pleasant, when looking over the past 
twelve years, to realize that we have been treat- 
ed with great kindness in mary quarters: Our 
exchanges, composed largely of denominational 
journals, have been courteous and appreciative. 
Only two of them all have been rude. But 
the -conduct of the editors of the great number 
is what we would expect from a body of sin- 
cere men. Our acquaintance with them demon- 
strates them to be far superior in candor and 
honesty to the editors of the secular press, and 
superior to them in intellectual capacity. The 
denominational press of the land stands on a 
high moral plane; the editors are on the right 


The Heratp will be improved in. 
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side. It has been a pleasure so long to read 
the werds of so noble a body of men. 

One of the pleasing things in connection 
with our service also.has been the fact that the 
Heratp or Gosret Liserty during our editor- 
ship has been the instrument in the hands of 
God of the conversion of the sinner. At least, 
it has been so stated by the convert. This is 
an unusual achievement for an official organ. 
We have been grateful to God for this. 

To the last board of trustees and its imme- 
diate predecessors, we wish to express our grat- 
itude for constant kindnesses and sympathetic 
help. To the printers we wish to express our 
appreciation of their patience with our copy, 
often prepared in haste, and the faithfulness 
with which they sought to set forth our ideas. 
To the foreman of-the composition room, we 
wish to give our thanks for’the uninterrupted 
courtesy of so many years’ service, as well as 
his placing his full skill at our command, some- 
times under difficult surroundings. To the 
agent we express our gratitude for his kind 
treatment, in all of the years of our labor to- 
gether. To all the working force at the Pub- 
lishing House we say, Goodbye, with a realiza- 
tion that they have all been, and always been. 
kind and generous to us, in personal associa- 
tion and in the work they have done for us, 
from the janitor and elevator man to the busi- 
ness force and the printers. To our corre- 
spondents and subscribers we say, Goodbye, 
with gratitude for their loving and long sup- 
port, and assuring them that we have never 
published any of our words under the influence 
of malice or anger; but ever considering the 


final interests of Zion, sometimes allowing our- 
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ter bear the burden than some br 
our full eriticisin might erush. i» theseuptia 


tions we say to ail, 


rt Dwr 


ther whom 


Goodbye, 3 fh? of 
you, Goo@hye in every wa) inal &od- 
bye, tiil we meet in orid, * 
Je.as is the editor of the 

Important Truths. 

There is but one God, who possesses in him- 
self every divine excellence in infinite degree. 
’ There is one Lord Jesus, who is the Christ, 
the only begotien Son of the living God, repre- 
senting God in every divine grace that is pos- 
sible for a Son; and representing in humanity 
the highest ideal of man, the “sécond man,” the 
Lord from heaven. 

The Holy Ghost is the Spirit of God, sent 
to work in a spiritual manner, to promote the 
glory of God, the work of Jesus Christ and 
the salvation of men. It is sent. 

But all human statements of these truths 
are subject to the imperfections of human 
speech. And no man has a right to set up his 
wording as a meter for determining the correct- 
ness of some other man. We should rather 
search the Scriptures daily, whether these 
things are se. 

Any one who is not interested in the nature 
of God, is indifferent to the most important 
subject in the universe, and even indifferent 
toward God himself. It is “life eternal to 
know the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom he has sent.” 


: PERSONALS. 
Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., the secretary of 


the A. C. C., is a trustee of Union Christian 
College. ; 

Rev. Eliza L. Brown changes her address 
from Liberty, Indiana, to Tallapoosa, Georgia, 
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whither she has gone for the benefit of her 
health. é 
Rev. 


Albany, Indiana. 


Rev: J. T. Phillips is in improved condition 
of health, but not yet well. 

Rev. Alonzo A. Thomas changes his address 
to 2501 South 14th street, St. Joseph, Mo. 

Rev. Richard D. Stone, of Addison, Ohio, is 
at liberty to assist in meetings with some 
church. 

Rev. O. W. Powers, D. D., the new. secretary 
of home missions, is secretary and trustee of 
Defiance College. 

Rev. OC. W. Heoffer, of Richmond, Indiana, 
on account of a break-down in physical health, 
goes to Melbourne, Floride 

Rev. M. W. Baker, Ph. D., the secretary of 
education of the A. C. C.,'is a trustee of Union 
Christian College. 

J. J. Summerbell will preach at the Reform- 
ed Church at Xenia, Ohio, 
morning. 

Rev. M. T. Morrill, A. M., the new secretary 
of foreign missions, is the president of the 
New England Convention. 

Brother. Ivan Panin says, “When the mirror 
reflects a distorted likeness, the fault is the mir- 


ror’s. When it reflects a beautiful likeness, the 
merit is yours.” 
Rev, S. McNeely, of Tiosa, Ind., long the 


presidegt of the Northwestern Indiana Con- 
ference, Was called to Dayton Jast week by 
the death \gf his brother. 

Rev. 8. L: 


that 


Baugher, of Conshohocken, Pa., 
toy. Ss. 


wailtun upy 
called 


has made 2 goed choice, 


Etvfurau has beon 


to Madisonville, Pa.; that the church 
Brother Hoffman being 
a grand mau, and a good~spiritual preacher. 
Rev. S. A. Caris is in a special meeting with 
Pastor G. W. Grate at Church Hill, -Colum- 
biana County, Ohio. He held a two weer’ 
J. M. Carter, at Highland 
in November, in which the church re- 
ceived gracious blessings. 


Rev. James McAllister, D. D., pastor of the 
First Christian Church of New Bedford, Mass., 
lately preached the sermon at the dedication of 
the new church ‘Gahevers Point, 
Mass. If in the account of the 
dedication, does not appear in. this . issue, -it 
will probably appear in the next Herarp. 


Rev. W. O. Hornbaker, of Sweet Valley, Pa., 
accepted the call of the church at, Farm- 
land, Indiana. Brother Hornbaker was form 
erly pastor at Laconia, N. H., and is a son of 
the celebrated Hornbaker, of Madisonville, Pa., 
Elder Jacob Rodenbaugh, helped 
save some of the churches of that section from 
the Disciples. : 

Alva M. has induced the church 
at Farmland, Indiana, to adopt the preaching 
every Sunday, (the first time, probably, in its 
history), and has resigned to take effect on 
January 6th. Brother Kerr still keeps charge 
of the Concord (Ohio) Church, and will make 
Dayton his home for the winter. Brother Kerr 


meeting with Pastor 


Church, 


building at 
his ‘sermon, 


has 


who, with 


Rev. Kerr 


was formerly mission’ treasurer, residing at 
Dayton. 
Mrs. J. J. Summerbell a number of months 


ago suggested to the Ladies’ Aid Society of the 
church at Dayton, Ohio, to raise a mile of pen- 
nies, as a help or stimulant to a new church 
building. Last night her heart was gladdened 


Frank Powers changes his address to 


next Sunday 


school (which were a giving celebration instead 
of the common getting celebration) by finding 
that three classes of the school had laid hoid 
on modifications of the idea, and were giving 
pennies, or dollars, to the new church fund. 
The “Ladies’ Aid” had traveled a furlong to- 
ward the new church; but on Sunday night 
the classes of Pastor Coffin, Brother J, N. Hess 
and Brother H. H. Worley, in unique exercises 
swelled the new church fund largely, in exhib- 
its of “coppers” and dollar bills, arranged in 
taking ways that we will leave one of the 
brethren to. describe. 

Rev. E. Mudge, D. D., will have the sym- 
pathy of-our brotherhood in the affliction which 
has come to him in the loss of his wife. We 
received-the following telegram from him after 
our issue of last week had gone to press :— 

Marre Rapips, MicwH.,° Dec, 18, 1906. 
J. J. Summeerbell :-— 
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Mrs. Mudge sleeps in Jesus. Passed peacefully 
this morning. E. Mupae. 

Rev. F. E. Gaige is pastor at Hartwick, N. 
Y., and has an out-appointment at Laurens, 
N. Y., becoming pastor an April Ist, after a 
service of eight years at Huntersiand. The 
Wednesday evening prayer-meetings at Hart- 
wick have nearly doubled in attendance, and 
five or six have united with the church. The 
Ladies’ Aid Society is in a thriving condition, 
having recently purchased various articles for 
the audience room. The Sunday-school is one 
of the best in the New York Eastern Confer- 
ence. The pastor was surprised on Nov. 16th 
by a generous donation party. He has 
organized. an Endeavor Society. Brother 
Gaige is a member of the advisory board of the 
Aged Ministors’ Home. (of-Castile, N.-¥.), and 
secretary of the Y. P. 8. C. E. department of 
the New York State Christian Association, 
having been in the same office in the New York 
Eastern Conference for several years. We 
gather the foregoing facts from a personal let- 
ter from Brother Gaige, writing us with wishes 
for a merry Christmas, and happy New 
Year, and expressing appreciation of-us. in the 
close of our work as editor; and we felt that 
the facts concerning Brother Gaige should see 
the light; although we receive the letter only 
as we go to press with our last issue. 

Rev. Thomas Holines, D. D., LL. D., of Chel- 
sea, Michigan, is thus spoken of in a souvenir 
edition of the Chelsea Standard-Herald (Dec. 
13, 1906), in remarks concerning the First 
Congregationalist Church, and in another arti- 
cle, which we quote in that order, as follows: 

In the nearly fifty-eight years since -the organiza 
tion of this church, it has had sixteen pastors, two of 
these served as acting pastors for a few months, the 
others serving for terms of from two to seven years, 
the longest pastorate being that of Thomas Holmes, 
D.D., who, served as pastor for seven years and 
eight months, ending his pastorate Dee. 31, 1884. He 
still retains his home in this village and is an honored 
and loved member of this church, always to be found 
in his seat on the sabbath unless out of the village. 
Though seemingly much younger, Dr. Holmes has 
just passed his eighty-ninth birthday. 

* * ak * * 
; ONE OF CHELSEA’S OLDEST MALE CITIZENS. 

Rey. Thomas Holmes, D.D., bL.D. Born in Niag- 
ara county, N. Y., November 24, 1817. Came to Mich- 
igan in 1836, seventy years ago. Educated at Oberlin 


_ College and Seminary, 1841-1850. 


For lack of space, the.-management of the “Souve- 
nir Edition” of the Chelsea Standard-Herald has been 
obliged to refrain from making special mention de- 
scriptive of individuals in their columns. At the last 


moment it has been decided to. make an exception in 
favor of our oldest resident pastor, Dr. Holmes. “It 
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in the Christmas exercises of the Sunday-’ was our pleasure to hear him ‘preach. an excellent 


~~ December 27, 1906, 





sermon from the pulpit of the M. EB. church of this 
village on November 25 of this year, 1906. The text 
was ITim. 1:11, and it was indeed a message to 
those who heard. it. We hope to be privileged to — 
hear many | more. In prefacing his remarks by way 
of response “to his introduction by Rey. J. B. Ryerson, 
he stated that he had been a professing Christian 
for seventy-six years and im the active warfare as 
a preacher for sixty-three years. Twenty-nine of 
those years have been spent in our midst. 

Other pastors have come and gone, filling an ac. 
ceptable and honored place, but he has stayed with 
us, living in his own home, and going in and out 
among us. Ready for any emergency, and responding © 
to calls from all denominations, his good health and 
long years have made him a much used man. He 
spent the eighty-ninth anniversary of his birth Sat- 
urday, Nov. 24, 1906, quietly at his home, and on 
Sunday morning following, preached the above men- 
tioned sermon, to a large congregation. 








The Pharisees are not all dead yet. 
race has only discarded. the name. 


The 





To charge any one with infidelity because 
he does not agree with the manner in which 
trust funds have been administered that be. 
longed to the denomination is to assume pre- 
rogatives that- hardly belong to one of our 
people. The time has surely come for funds 
and properties of the brotherhood to be man. 
aged in their interest or according to their 
will. 


We regret that our Christmas editorial has 
been crowded out. But there was so much 
that we wanted to say, because we felt it to 
be more needed, that we had no hesitation in 
making our. choice. 


Dayton is to be blessed as the residence of 
quite a number of Christian miuisters :—Rev. 
F: G. Coffin, A. M.; Rev. G. C. Allen; Rev. 
J. G. Bishop, D. D.; Rev. 0. W. Powers, D. D.; 
Rev. M. T. Morrill, A. M.; Rev. J. F. Burnett, 
D. D.; Rev. A. M. Kerr; Rev. J. P. Barrett, 
Ty. D.; Rey. S. Q. Helfenstein, D.D.; Rev. 
Emily K. Bishop, and J. J. Summerbell. 
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Address all matter intended for 
the “Herald of Gospel Liberty” to 


REV. J. P. BARRETT, D. D., 


Care of Christian Publishing As- 
sociation, Dayton, Ohio. 
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Ministers’ New Addresses. 


J. J. Summerbell, Box. 906, Dayton, Ohio, 
Frank Powers, Albany, Ind. 
E. L. Brown, Tallapoosa, Georgia. 
Alonzo A. Thomas, 2501 South erath St., St. Joseph, Mo. 
Mrs. N. BE. Lamb, Turon, Stafford County, Kansas. 
R. H. McDaniel, eS ae Obio. 
J. B. Hagans, R. F 5, Delaware, Ohio. 
D. B. Powell, South Westerlo, New York. 
E. Cameron, "Cassoday, Kansas. 
B. F. Hoagland, Jamestown, Ohio. 
Flora T. Thompson, Darlington, Ind. - 
W. A. Leonard, West Dighton, Mass. 
W. H. H. Tate, West Water street, Greenville, Ohio. 
S. L. Beougher, Mont police, Ind. 
M, W. Butler, 1146 24th St., en News, Va. 
M. L. Bryant, Box 203, Berkley, V 
Yord. Bolton, Vaughnsville, Ohio. 
D. A. Boatright, 811 Stoughton Street, Urbana, Illinois. 
H. L. Lott, Middletown, Ind. 
Wm, Bradley, East. Lexington, Mass. 
Geo. W. Draper, 924 Harmon Ave., Danville, Ill. 
Cc. C. Jones, Enon, Obio. 
», O. Coy, Lebanon, Ind. 
Cc. W. McDonald, Lacona, Iowa. 
Fred Cooper, Sylvan Grove, Kansas. \ 
a Harry G. Rowe, Garrett, Hlinois. 
W. Arnold, ~~ ‘oad, Ohio. 
John A. Stover. banon, Indiana, 
. Deyo, St. Sohn’ 8, Ohio. 
i . Hall, Medway, New York. 
M. Helfenstein, 1172 W. 13th St., Des Moines, Iowa. 
Aiden aie Castile, N.. Y. 
be - Kerr, Le Grand, Iowa. 
Trotter, Maple Raph ids, Michigan. 
D. L. Chase, 411 West Seventh street, Erie, Pa, 
H. L. Batley, Mellott, Ind. 
8S. J. Hughes, Merom, Ind. 
5 .B Whitaker, Weaubleau,: Mo, 
dD, 
J. 
Cc. 













. W. Crowell, Stone Bluff, Indiana. 
. Powell, ey Ind. 
M, Piunkett, R. 


. R. 2, Palestine, Il, 
Cc. Garman, Franklin, Ohio. ~ 








Hse 


gra 
— 


OM 
is 


a 


PapHEe 


—_— hh fF 


a a ee 






ruse 
hich 


pre- 

our 
inds 
nan- 
heir 


has 
‘uch 
t to 
1 in 


e of 
Rey. 
Rey, 

D.; 
ett, 
‘ett, 
Rey. 


AW, 








December 27, 1906. 
w. J. Hall, Wolfboro, Ny H. 
A. J. Golden; Olympia, Wash. 
John L, Shuck, 645 Hast Farming Street, Marion,-Ohtio, 
J. M. Brown, Advance, Indiana. 

Carlyle Summerbell, Swansea Center, Mass. 

G. H. Carter, Osceola, Iowa. . 

Anna Coats, Harrisville, Indiana. 

J. F, Morris, 1714 Martindale Avenue, Indianapolis, Ind. 
B. Mason, 702 Cherry Street, Erie, Pa. 

William Steuart, Sugar Bush, Wis. 

A. W. May, Piney Grove, Maryland. 


THE NEW YEAR. 
BY MRS. LEIA ZEILMAN, 


Again, another year is siniling in the world: 
A glad new year so stainless and so fair; 
Who. beckons joyous fingers to mankind, 
Inviting all, his royel fame to share. ~ 


Come to the call, O men of brain and brawn, 

In proud response step forth and do-your best: 
The time is fraught with many a golden chance, 
And life’s full measure is a glorious test. 


Shine then in courage and in zeal alone, 
Where paths are plain and cleanly pure. 

And wisdom guides with gentle, perfect grace, 
The valiant heart that will by faith endure. 


The new year’s beckoning hands hold countless gifts; 
Aye, gifts so rare and precious to the soul, 

That like sweet incense from God’s boundless love, 
Prompts each and all to seek the heavenly goal. 


To seek only the things that count for good, 
To live only the life that’s ever true; 
To keep unspotted from enticing sins, 
To fondly build up hopes all brave and new. 


No failure can attend an effort made 

In earnest faith, to know and do the right: 
Success will crown with spotless purity, 
Those who retain their priceless honor bright. 


O, glad new year, spread out thy wondrous gifts 

Of happiness so sweet of holy thoughts, 

Of ¢harity and-love for all who live, 

Of calm, deep peace, that comes ‘when heaven-sought. 


Let thy short span of life unsullied be, 

Let piety and truth go hand in hand, 

To guide thy joyous feet along the way, 

That leads thee swiftly, toward thy journey’s end. 


And when again, the bells ring out a dirge, 

And bid thy dying light a sad ‘“‘good-bye,”’ 

In rapture give thy earnest, steadfast soul, 

And leave behind, no shattered aims, no hopeless sigh. 


Guilderland, N. Y. 


Boys. 
BY REV. JOSEPH S. COGSWELL, A. M. 
“There’s something in a noble boy, 
A brave, free-hearted, careless one, 
With his uncheck’d, unbidden joy, 
His dread of books and love of fun, 
And his clear and ready smile, 
Unshaded by a thought of guile, 
And unrepressed by sadness,— 
» * Which brings me to my childhood back, 
As if I trod its very track, 
And felt its very gladness.”—N. P. Willis. 
Boys! Boys! Boys! God bless the boys of 
our land. When we look at boys, we do not 
see in them all that belongs to their present 
life in boyhood, or the future years of their 
active manhood. We often do not even guess 
of the noble, future achievements of many of 
them, of the illustrious deeds which they whose 
names are now familiar to us, will perform. 
The petty foibles in boys often rise like great 
mountains before us, shutting out the good 
qualities, which might as well have been dis- 
covered in them. People are often thoughtless 
in respect to their conduct towards boys. They 
neglect them. Boys are often passed by with 
little attention paid them, just as many bright 
and useful objects in life are passed, unnoticed 
by the restless, thoughtless and careless people 
of earth. The gems of great value may be 
close beside their pathway, yet they are unnotic- 
ed by them. Careless and thoughtless people 
do not prize the bright, precious boys of our 
age. Nevertheless, most boys live, even if they 
are not noticed by their present superiors in 
knowledge, wisdom and years. They also 
thrive, and manifest their aptitudes, and also 
their preferences. 
These often stand out in bold relief. A great 
proportion of boys, even in their young life, 
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- of manhood. 


give foregleams of the bright and useful days 
It should not be forgotten by 
older people that boys are very observing. 
They know when they are pushed aside unjust- 
ly, or neglected by_those in more advanced years 
and-high positions. To suppose that the aver- 
age boy does not know, and keenly realize, too, 
such matters, is simply delusive. They are not 
only observing, but also very sensitive. Hence 
they keenly feel-unjust, or untrue remarks spok- 
en against them by their seniors in life. “Oh, 
he’s only a boy,” a careless person may say, in 
extenuation of his unjustifiable conduct to- 
ward a boy. But let it never be forgotten, a 
boy has brains and intellect, and usually has 
tender sensibilities. These he manifests in his 
rapid acquisition of knowledge; love for his 
father and mother, kindred and teachers. His 
tender feelings are shown in tender care for 
animals and pets. Great love for home, is 
nearly always prominent among boys. The 
poet voices their feelings, saying, 
“Be it ever so humble, 
There’s no place like home.” 


People then ought to realize that whenever 
they wrong a boy, they are going contrary to 
the loftiest ideals of the human race. Such go 
against Christ’s teaching, and all the moral 
and religious teachers of repute, in the. world. 
Grown up people ought to be deeply interested 
in every boy of our land, because boyhood will 
soon pass into young and active manhood. 
What they will be in the future will depend 
largely on their present culture, and the ideas 
which they receive and retain, as a part of 
their own being. 

Thoughts of temperance, righteousness, jus- 
tice, truth, and also duty towards the human 


“family, must ever be awakened in them, that 


the golden harvest may be abundant in years to 
come. And I now give you a few lines in poetry 
that some one has written. 


BOYS WANTED! 
Wanted, a boy. How often 
These very commer - 
Wanted, a boy to ¢ 
Wanted, for everythi:.. 
All that men to-day can 
To-morrow the boys will be doing, too; 
For the time is coming when 
The boys must stand in place of men. 
Wanted—the world wants boys to-day, 
And she offers them all she has to pay,— 
Honor, wealth, position, fame, 
A useful life, and a deathless name; 
Boys to shape the paths for men, 
Boys to guide the plow and pen, 
Boys to forward the tasks begun: 
For the world’s great task is never done. 
The world is anxious to employ, 
Not just one, but every boy 
Whose heart and brains will e’er be true 
To work his hands shall find to do. 
Honest, faithful, earnest, kind, 
To good awake, to evil blind. 
Heart of gold without alloy, 
Wanted—the world wants such a boy. 


Windham, Vermont. 
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Liberty Much Abused. 

“But take heed lest by any means this liberty 
of yours become a stumbling-block to the 
weak.”—Paul. 

“For ye, brethren, were called for freedom ; 
only use not your freedom for an occasion to 
the flésh, but through love be servants one to 
another.” —Ibid. 

A few years ago Cuba was given her liberty 
but recently some of the Cubans abused that 
liberty and “Uncle Sam” interferred and she 
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was in danger of losing that which she seemed 
to have. Here is a striking illustration of the 
point of this short article. 

About a century ago a “religious body” arose 
holding the wonderful claim of God-given lib- 
erty, heaven-born principles, and freedom from 
creedism within. Some of the adherents of 
this body have abused their liberty and freedom 
by applying it to any and every business meth- 
od and enterprise as well as to religious belief. 
The sad result is we have no central authority 
in matters of church business, hence our liberty 
has been much abused and has become a stumb- 
ling-block to the weak in many instances, espe- 
cially to weak churches. 

The following illustrations are drawn from 
Iowa conditions, because the writer is better 
acquainted with conditions here than elsewhere, 
but from some observation it seems that con- 
ditions are similar to a large extent through- 
out the brotherhood. For several years one 
of our Iowa churches paid from $325 to $500 
per year for half-time preaching, and it took 
approximately $125 of this each year to pay the 
minister’s traveling expenses, and a great deal 
of the time he did not reach the community of 
the church until after sundown Saturday eve- 
ning and left the same before sunup the fol- 
lowing Monday morning. Every two weeks he 
preached twice on Sunday and held a two or 
three weeks’ meeting each year at which time 
he formed a slight acquaintance with his mem- 
bership. Is it any wonder that said church has 
gradually lost ground and is failing year by 
year? Other half-time churches were near, and 
some of the time without preaching at all, but 
there was no co-operation between this one 
and them any more than if thev * 
different denominattar~ 


to the saim- 
or 


ch church and one, if 
su trip of twenty 
, af he goes by train he has nearly a hun- 
dred miles and is quite a way from the church 
when he gets as close as he can by rail. The 
other minister has more than a hundred miles 
to travel by rail and an eight or ten mile drive 
at each end of his trip. This second minister, 
for the other Sundays, travels about as far in 
the opposite direction, preaching once a month 
for each of two churches. Almost within driv- 
ing distance from these last two churches is 
another church having half-time preaching, the 
minister traveling nearly a hundred miles. 

Another case is that of a man preaching for 
two churches only eight or nine miles apart, 
half-time at each place, but living over a hun- 
dred miles:from either church. Two other 
churches ten miles apart, each having half- 
time preaching, have two different ministers, 
one trayeling about forty miles and the other 
a hundred miles or more. 

Within the state we have seven churches 
which support full time preaching and probably 
three others which have resident pastors, or 
really ten churches with pastors at ail. The 
others have only traveling ministers with whom 
they hardly have the chance to get acquainted. 
Consequently many of the weak churches are 
growing weaker. This is one of the serious de- 
fects of absolute congregational government 
with no central authority. With us the indi- 
vidual member or the local church is the power 
behind the throne. We need to adopt some — 
of the Methodist church’s common sense busi- 


or twenty-five 









































































































ness methods in forming pastorates.- Creedism 
applies only to belief, but we have gone to the 
unlawful extreme of making it apply to busi- 
ness. I submit that the prevailing semi-month- 


ly and once a month preaching, made promi-. 


nent in a recent article written by the Rev. 
Alva M. Kerr and published in the Hrratp or 
GospeL Liperty, are due rather. to a lack of 
business authority in the formation of pastor- 
ates and locating pastors, than to the small 
salaries’ paid our ministers. 

God dislikes foolishness. - It is doubtful 
whether he will prosper us as a people until 
we are willing to use common sense in his 
work. Will he forgive’ us for the waste of 
money ‘in ¢ar fare? This money belongs to his 
kingdom and his children. If the different en- 
terprises of the church had the money that the 
ministry of our “religious body” has squander- 
ed in traveling to and from preaching points 
they would have a great financial uplift. 

The remedy is a co-operation on the part of 
the churches in forming pastorates and a will- 


ingness on the part of the ministry to 
try to locate in the pastorate. It would 
be -a mark of wisdom for the ministers 


to preach for a little less salary and give 
churches the benefit of pastoral labor than to 
get larger salary and pay so much of it out in 
car fare. But the salary would be larger gen- 
erally, instead of smaller. 

We Should beware lest God take our liberty 
from us and give it to another peoplé who will 
not abuse i, but who will use it in moderation 
with sane ve methods. J.C. GRarron, 
Towa.\ 

LONGING, 
BY H, VERNON WINTER. 


Orient, 


Longing for a stronger life, 
Stronger for truth and right; 
Longing for a clearer view, 
Of my duties in. sight. 


Longing for the thought of God, 
More perfect in me to dwell; 
Longing to follow my Savior, 
Along through life’s shady dell. 


Longing to love more perfect, 
My Savior, my brother, friend ; 
_ Longing to lead some sinner 
Where his life with right will blend. 


Yes, longing to travel homeward, 
Where life will be free and blessed ; 
Longing! yes, longing, longing, 
In perfectness to be dressed. 

Olpe, Kan. 


Views of the ‘Cross. 
BY REV. JOHN A. STOVER, A. M. 


Matt. 27: 36. 
ed him there.” 

When men are in the midst of great happen- 
ings, they seldom realize the importance of 
the moment. Some apparently insignificant 
event in after years proves to be a pivotal 
event. Nearness to an event ofttimes hinders 
seeing things in their true perspective. Dis- 
tance lends enchantment to the view, it has been 
said; it also helps to see things in their cor- 
rect light. 

Had you said to the Roman soldiers who 
helped crucify Christ, that time in the future 
would be marked in his honor, and that mil- 
lioms in future ages would worship him as a 
divine being, they would have taken you as 
a wild dreamer. Yet such has become a fact. 
Had events at that time been read ‘aright, this 
might have been seen. 

We do not intend to-day to go into detail in 
regard to the crucifixion. Others have told the 
story better than we could hope to tell it, We 
shall merely look upon the cross and read if 


“And sitting down they watch- 
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“we can its message for. men. “Ut do not read: 
-the same méssage there that you read do not 


condemn it, for both may have truth in them. 


‘Our differences are due to the different: stand- 
_ points from which-*we look upon the cross. 


Two men look upon a field of corn. - One 
notices the blending of colors and the waving 
of the leaves,—beauty is what he sees. The 


other sees the money value of the field. He will 


estimate the amount of fat the corn will pro- 
duce when fed to: hogs or cattle. Both see 
truth, but not the whole truth. When either 
exalts his view too highly it becomes falsehood. 
It is the same as men-look upon. the cross. 
What we see in it is determined by what we 
are. We see only what is already under our 
own skulls. 


Standing about the cross of Christ were three ° 


classes of people-—Romans, Jews and friends. 
The Roman would see in the death of Christ 
merely the death of another dog of a Jew. It 
was not his to pass upon the innocence or 
guilt of the victim. It was his to obey. His 
superiors had given the order for the death of 
Christ, and it was his to see that this order 
was carried out. 


At heart the soldiers were brutal and greedy, 
consequently they saw in Christ that which 
would: minister to their greed. His garments 
were divided among them and the one piece 
which would have been ruined by dividing, 
they gambled for. It mattered not to them that _ 
love had woven his coat,—if it satisfied greed, 
that was enough.- His pain was probably a 
matter for jest.. Familiarity with crucifixions 
would rob them of all sympathy. The thrust- 
ing of the spear into his side was done in or- 
der that they might satisfy themselves that he 


was. dead, and.he the sooner released—to~in- 


dulge in their sinful revels. They were brutal 
men, but being ignorant, Christ prayed that 


- they might be forgiven. 


The Jews or the Pharisees had a different 
vision as they looked upon the cross. They 
bronght to the cross so much hatred and envy 
that when Christ was seen through this the 
view was entirely different from that of the 
Roman soldier. Christ had so repeatedly con- 
demned their self-righteousness and hypocrisy 
that they looked upon him as their enemy, 
Down deep in their hearts they must have seen 
in him a friend, but as his teachings and their 
interests were opposed, they would now exult 
in his death. They had something of the spirit 
of the North American Indian as they witness 
his agony. It would -have delighted them had 
they been able to intensify his sufferings. On- 
ly the quaking earth and the miraculous dark- 
ness could force from them that he was the 
Son of God. They could have seen more in 
Christ had they been willing, but self-interests 
had blinded them. 

At another side of the cross stood still an- 
other band. They were few in numbers, but 
mighty in love. Their eyes were so filled with 
tears that they could see little in the cross that 
would give hope. He in whom they had trust- 
ed, was now dying; why should they hope? 
They had looked upon him as the desire of 
Israel and as-they had followed him through 
the years their hearts had grown big with hope. 
They had seen manifestations of his power and 
had also beheld the richness of his sympathy. 
Through it.all they had learned to love him. 
To their dismay they had seen the gathering 
clouds of opposition. They had wondered 


But now they were disheartened as they knew - 


that he soon must die. Sorrow now blinded 





‘although much, probably, of the 


them, but soon ‘they will be ‘able to see clearer. 
Hear them a few. days later at Pentecost and 
you will scarcely believe that you are listening 
to the same men; A fuller knowledge’ gives 
them a stronger. confidence. 

_ Down through the ages we behold still an- 


other class of spectators. While they do not have 


the heartlessness and brutality of the Roman 
soldiers nor the malice of the Jews, on the 
other hand, they are entirely destitute of that 
deep love which characterized the disciples. 
With-cool, critical, calculating air these men, 
the theologians, approach the cross. We hear 
them say in dictatorial tones, “Stand back, 
soldiers, Jews, disciples. Make way! We de- 
sire to see the. passion of the Christ.” They 
are often destitute of that sweet spirit of hu- 
mility and childlikeness which is so essential 
to the deepest spiritual discernment. » Like the 
Roman soldiers, they, too, divide the garments 
of Christ. They can. tell to a fraction how 
much is human and how much is diyine. He is 
to them. pre-eminently a problem. His suffer- 
ings ‘touch them little. His love changes them 
little. They know little of the essential Christ, 
historical 
Christ. They repeat his name with measured 
tones, but their hearts are far from him. The 
soldiers could be exeused because of ignorance, 
the Jews were blinded by madness, the disci- 
ples missed the vision because of sadness, but 
no extenuating eircumstance can be presented 
for these men but their own conceits. They 
are as far from the truth as any of the rest. 

As we approach the cross shall we see more 
than they? If we are better-than:they we may 
see more than they saw. One thing, let us not 


“mniss the Christ by studying the problem. Lay- 


ing aside eyery hindrance: pride, self-wisdor, 
prejudice, Jet us with reverence draw near, for 
it is holy ground, consecrated by the death of 
God’s only Son. 


One of the greatest lessons of the ¢ross is 
love. One could scarcely expect such an exotic 
flower to grow in such forbidding soil. Listen, 
“God so loved the world that he gave his only 
begotten Son.” Christ told us that “God is 
love.” And in the light of the cross we c&n 
well believe that he is. The cross simply re- 
vealed the attitude of the divine mind to 
love, it did not make God’s attitude to be love. 

Love in all its manifestations is beautiful 
If we read it in literature, it is the one thing 
that lends interest to the pages. When there 
is no affection or sentiment to,enliven the page 
it is insipid. It is love that adds sunshine to 
human life. The life without love, even though 
it may be great intellectually, is without at- 
tractions. Even the love of the brute mother 
is a thing of beauty. © All these loves have 
their limitations. They have been known to 
fail. There is a love, though, more durable 
than earth itself, more reliable than even nat- 
ural law. An age-tested knowledge tells us 
that “The mother may forget her child, but God 
will never forget those that trust in him.” 
Jesus came to be the revelation of a love such 
as this. No human being could be the mani- 
festation or revelation’of such a wondrous di- 
vine love. + 

The death of a Socrates revedls much, but 
stoicism rather than love is revealed. _Con- 
demned unjustly by the Athenians, without 
fear he calmly faced death, choosing to drink 
the hemlock rather than act dishonorably. His 
last evening he spends with his disciples, the 
only,calm person among them. He talked col- 
lectedly upon the great things of philosophy 
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and upon the imniortality of the soul. 
calmness he inspires .his friends. with hope. 


When the hemlock is given to him, even the 


man who gave. it to him weeps, but without a 


tremor Soerates takes the cup, drinks it, and 


dies with his friends still about him. 

His death was heroic. It shows how calm 
men can be when they are supported by -cor- 
rect logie. The Pliilosopher is at all times up- 
permost in his Jife.- A noted infidel once said 
that “Soerates died like a philosopher, but 
Jesus Christ like a God.” Socrates is an ex- 
ample of stoicism, but Jesus in his life and 
death manifests love. 
and not the Romans that crucified him. Love 
caused him. to pray for his enemies. Love 
opened his ear to the request of the dying 
thief. Love made him provide for his mother 
when he should be gone. He died a victim of 
love. 

Jesus not only reveals his own wonderful 
love, but he shows the attitude of the divine 
mind.. The. death of.Jesus was the last act 
in a long series of events which tended to-make 
plain the surpassing love of God. Almost an 
insult to a loving God is that theology that 
teaches that the death of Christ pacified an 
angry God. It better becomes a religion which 
makes God a hurler of thunder bolts, like Ju- 
piter, than it does the religion taught by Jesus, 
which teaches that God is love. Shame on 
the doctriné which teaches that God is blood- 
thirsty. Not so says Jesus, “He is love.” 


A second Jesson seen in the- cross is for- 
giveness. “The cross does not in particular re- 
veal the divine ability. This must be con 
ceeded upon the grounds of divine omnipotence. 
God is also a personality and has a will. Men 
cr forgive; why can God not do as much as 
they ? 

The divine willingness is the truth revealed 
here. More willing is he to forgive than we 
are to. be forgiven.. Watch the cross as the 
dying thief turns his eyes in that direction. 
“Remenrber me,” is all that his faith can say. 
His faith was-of the crawling, clinging kind, 
but it was strong enough to secure the divine 
promise. “This day thou shalt be with me 
in Paradise,” said Christ. 

The case has still more value since forgive- 
ness was granted under the most unfavorable 
cwcumstances. There was here no chance for 
an after life to reinforce the resolution to do 
right. One such incident of forgiveness in the 
extreme need of life is given that men might 
hope, and only one in order that they might 
not become presumptuous. Yet God at all 
tines is willing to forgive,—more willing than 
we are to be forgiven.. It seems to be the in- 
tention of God to win the world to him through 
the instrumentalities of love and forgiveness. 
One would think that no one would be willing 
to stand against such influences, yet there are 
any upon whom these powers fall in vain. 

We have so far been looking at the mind of 
God as revealed by the cross. The view is en- 
tirely beneficent. But when we look upon the 
revelation of human nature as seen here it is 
hot pleasing. Here are some of the - things 
seen : Brutality. upon the part of the soldiers; 
halice within the hearts of the Jews; fear is 
shown .by the disciples; Peter was a coward 
and a liar; Judas had proven himself a traitor, 
ind indifference is shown upon the part of all. 
It was the devil’s’ holiday. 

How scrupulously religious were the Jews. 
They were so religious that they refused to 
0 into the room,where the Gentiles were, fear- 


By his 


It in reality wag love ~ 


‘ing that they might contract ceremonial un- 


cleanliness, They were so religious that they 
desired Christ’s death to come the sooner in 
order that it might not interfere with the wor- 
ship of the sabbath: 

It has often seemed to me that when Satan 
has an extremely bad job on hands, he calls 
upon religious men to do it. Satan said, 
“Burn Servetus.” Calvin heard the message, 
and thinking it from God, helped to kindle the 
fagots. “Burn the heretics,” he said in the time 
of the Spanish Inquisition, and hundreds of 
priests were willing to do his bidding. When 
religion is taken from the domain of dogma- 
tism and transferred to the domain of common 
sense, these black events which stand out as 
hideous warts upon the history of the church 
will be removed. 

The human heart has much wickedness with- 
in it. This is not there by nature, but is some- 
thing that is acquired. Christ told us that 
childhood is pure. Even the most rabid sup- 
porters of the depravity of men do not claim 
depravity for their own children. 

The wickedness of man is a thing that is 
acquired. God has no part in its creation. 
God created him pure and said of him, “Very 
good.” The moral nature of man to-day, it 
seems to me, resembles a great massive temple 
now fallen into ruins. Its very greatness in 


the beginning only adds to the greatness of ° 


its fall. 


The words of Christ to the thief also give 
us the fourth view of the cross. It is the view 
of heaven as revealed in his words here. Christ 
used a descriptive word, the word Paradise. 
The word conveys the idea of happiness. The 
word is not intended as a description, but as 
a suggestion. The beauty of the Word of 
God in this respect is that it leaves the greater 
part untold. The suggestion is given and the 


mind and imagination of man are permitted to . 


filk in the picture. And although our hopes 
can paint a grand picture, still ~c are told 
that it has not entered into tie 
things that God has prepared for 
love him. Hope paints a grand picture. 
it is poverty that oppresses us men exclaim, 
“Heaven will supply our every need.” When 
we are weary of toil, we cry out, “Heaven will 
give joy.” And so for every need of man hope 
gays heaven will supply an adequate fulfill- 
ment. 


nd of man the 
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Only one more view of the cross I will men- 
tion. With Christ were crucified two thieves. 
We are told the story of how one repented and 
secured a promise from Christ at the last mo- 
ment.. Of the destiny of the other we do not 
know. And so as we study the narrative the 
double destiny of man is shown. It is a sad 
thought, but it should be told. The whole truth 
should be known by all. 

All concede that reward and punishment is 
just when applied to this world. Why should 
it not also be just when applied to the next 
world. — If two men here have lived, one a sinful 
life and the other a life of righteousness, why 
should they expect the same destiny after 
while. They are apart now; should they ex- 
pect that their lot in, the future would be differ- 
ent? If so, why? The law, so far as revealed, 
is that there is a relation between the life here 
and the rewards and punishments of the future 
life. 

This great truth is seen upon all sides here. 
The man who is diligent lays by a competence 


‘for old age. -The man who is friendly has a 


host of friends. The unselfish person receives 


unselfish treatment. The sluggard and the 
idler ultimately come to want. By what au- 
thority do the sinful husband and the pure 
wife expect an eternity together. They are 
apart now; why should they expect to be to- 
gether in the fature. There is as little real 
affinity between them as there would be be- 
tween a Hottentot and an Englishman when 
neither can speak the language of the other. 
Af death there will be no real good byes to 
say. They are too far apart to have true 
spiritual communication. Death will merely 
seal the lives that have been lived. 

We have now seen the different views of the 
cross. It has been a continually shifting pan- 
orama. The Roman soldier saw in it merely 
the death of another Jew. The Jew saw in it 
the death of a dangerous rival. To the disciple 
it was the requiem of a lost hope. In it to-day 
the discerning can see the love and forgiveness 
of God having as a background the wickedness 
and depravity of men. 

What does it mean to us is the great ques 
tion. Is it a meaningless event, or is it a pow- 
er for righteousness. It is the pivotal point of 
the world’s history and should be the pivotal 
point in our moral welfare. We are told that 
God is reconciling the world to himself by the 
cross of Christ. This is true, in the general 
sense, but in the individual sense has it had a 
melting and refining influence upon us? An 
uplift in our lives is the manner in which 
this reconciliation will be shown. “May the 
cross of Christ fructify in our lives into an 
abundant yield of ethical actions. Then, and 
not until then, will the cross have fulfilled 


its mission in our lives. 
Lebanon, Indiana. — 


' his bread.” 
Sidney Smith . he cared not 
vs ior a people, if. he could 
» ive songs he would win their hearts. 
songs, legends, and stories have had much to 
do in shaping the lives of all peoples, and giv- 
ing a certain bent to their inclinations. Who 
is it can forget the impressions of early child- 
hood which were aroused as holidays drew 
near. Imagination, the artist of the soul, the 
faculty that enables us to take a mental im- 
pression of persons or things, pictured a genial 
old man who was to descend from the North- 
land, swiftly drawn by reindeer fleet of foot, 
and noiseless as the snow flakes in their fall- 
ing, bringing just such presents as would 
bring joy and gladness. The heroic has ap- 
pealed to people in an unusual way; heroes 
and heroines in the realm of truth and fiction 
have exercised an abiding influence. 

Full oft one hero has transformed a people. 
The blind bard singing through the villages of 
Greece met a rude and simple folk. But Homer 
opened up a-gallery in the clouds, and there 
unveiled Achilles as the ideal Greek. It became 
the ambition of every Athenian boy to fix the 
Iliad in his mind and repeat Achilles in his 
heart and life. Now the Achilles in the sky 
looked down upon twenty thousand young 
Achilles walking through the streets beneath. 
One ideal man who never lived save in a poet’s 
vision, turned rude tribes into intellectual 
giants. Thus each nation hungers for heroes. 
When it has none, God sends poets to invent 
them as soul food for the nation’s youth. 

‘He who is the light of the world, and the 
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entrance of whose ‘words bringeth light, hath 
so enlightened the hearts of men that it is 
no more possible to create heroes and heroines 
with the ultimate object of raising people from 
their lethargy and imparting life and virility. 

It is said that when a son and heir was 
born to an oriental throne all the bells in 
the kingdom rang out at the annunciation of 
the glad event. A pius monk, Sixtus by name, 
suggested to a company of chronologists in the 
early centuries, who were perplexed with their 
dates, to make Jesus Christ the central char- 
acter of history. All events preceding his. ad- 
vent should be regarded as B. C., and all fol- 
lowing should be registered A. D. 

The universal’ joy of Christmas is 
certainly wonderful. We ring the bells 
when princes are born, or toll a mourn- 
ful dirge when great men pass away. 
Nations have their red-letter days, 
carnivals and festivals, but once in the year, 
and only once, the whole world stands still 
to celebrate the advent of a life. Our Jesus 
of Nazareth claims this world-wide, undying 
remembrance. The Athenian youths, in imagi- 
nation beholding their hero as a Sky Man, 
were transformed, and went forth carving for 
themselves imperishable fame in the transfer- 
ence of their ideals of beauty and harmony in 
the erection of temples and shafts of marble 
and stone. The youths of the present, looking 
up to the Sky Man, gain inspiration and pur- 

* pose). and going forth, they carve upon the 
imperishable tablets of human hearts, and 
there is\being witnessed such a transformation 
as shall ‘ultimate in the redemption of this 
grand old world. 

Jesus is cuming again. As onee we longed 
for and eagerly awaited the coming ofthe 
mythical man from the North-land, laden with 
presents for us, now we are awaiting the 
coming again of the Sky Man, who, at his 
coming, will greet all thoge who, in waiching 
and waiting, were made ready for him. C4, 
why did men ever invent that unreal and im- 
aginary character Santa Claus, when there 
was a real Sky Man who gave us all things 
so richly to enjoy. 

With the passing of the years, let imaginary 
heroes and heroines pass forever away, and on 
the throne of the world, let Jesus Christ be en- 
throned as the only true Sky Man. 


Kokomo, Indiana. 
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How Two Churches Have Utilized One 
of Their Opportusities. 


Few people know how disheartening it is 
for the minister to preach for a small salary 
and then wait indefinitely to get it. Perhaps, 
at the year’s end, he will “throw off” some, so 
that his church “may report even” to con- 
ference. 

Such a course leaves both church and pas- 
tor in an undesirable condition. 

Here is what two ordinary “half-time” 
churches have done. One is in a village of 
about 300 people where there are two other 
churches. The other is four miles from town, 
and has a somewhat scattered membership. 

Fourteen months ago the village church was 
financially discouraged. It thought something 
ought to be done, but what should it be? Fi- 
nally it was decided to raise the salary—not 
by pledges—but cash. 

It required three or four meetings to get 
things under way. There were many misun- 
derstandings to be cleared. Some thought that 
if the money were paid cash, the pastor would 
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receive all at the beginning of the year. But 
suppose he should die, or “skip out’—then 
what? Others thought they would lose the 
interest on the use of their money; others de- 
clared that if their pledges were not as good 
as their money, then they would pay nothing. 

But at last there was paid in, in cash, not 
only the salary, but the old debts as well. The 
salary was deposited in a bank and the pastor 
paid by check monthly without fail. The mon- 
ey was raised publicly at the Sunday morning 
services and paid two weeks later. 

The second year began about three months 
ago. Two weeks before the next year’s money 
was to be raised, a financial statement show- 
ing the different sources of income and of out- 
lay was printed-and distributed broadcast. On 
Saturday before the appointment two persons 
drove over thirty miles calling on those who 
lived farthest away and asked them to decide 
what they could give and to be sure to send 
word if they could not come. 

Sunday morning services came, each knew 


the measure of his gift; and all but fifty dol- 


lars of the salary was subscribed and that was 
pledged before evening. It was all payable in 
two weeks, except in a special case or two; 
which were due in four weeks. The money is 
now in the bank and the pastor is paid monthly. 

This year the church in the country has also 
raised its salary (and: more) in cash. There, 
however, it was done in a different way. A 


. member of the financial committee, a young 


lady, visited those concerned and asked what 
they would give on the cash basis, The money 
was pledged, then paid in cash, and deposited 
in the bank. The pastor now receives his 
check as due. 

So much for the principle ofthe plan, 

It might pay some’ of the other churches to 
try it. But go at it to succeed, or it will fail. 

A. M. Hanson. 


Le Grande, Iowa. 
__—0 


What is it to Know Christ? 


In ICor. 2:2, Paul uses the words that 
form the basis of this article and inspire the 
question that stands at the head of it. 


In all the history of Christianity there is 
no more striking example of its transforming 
power than this same Paul. There is, there 
has been, and I do not believe there ever will 
be a more effective preacher than Paul. And 
in this chapter, after saying, “For I determined 
not to know anything among you save Jesus 
Christ and him crucified,” he plainly ascribes 
the effectiveness of his preaching to a super- 
human, a divine power (see vs. 4-10). As a 
minister, then, as well as a Christian, I desire 
to ascertain what is implied in the knowledge 
of Christ that made Pawl’s preaching so effect- 
ive. 
We shall not be able to hold up Christ so as 
to attract the multitude unless we know him 
ourselves, any more than we could teach the 
science of mathematics without having first 
learned it ourselves. To show forth the Christ 
in some of his chief characteristics is the de- 
sign of this article. 

First, he had power. The record of his life, 
the miracles wrought, and the strong hold he 
gained on the minds and affections of his dis- 
ciples prove this. His own resurrection proves 
it, and if there were any doubt, his own 
plain, positive, unequivocal statement proves 
it. See Matt. 28:18. 

Second, he had loved. The same miracles 
that prove his power-also prove his love. Every 


. 


miracle he ever wrought was wrought to help 
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others and to relieve human suffering as wel] 


.as to prove his power. If there were any doubt 


about it, let us try to imagine, if we can, the 
agony of Gethsemane, the long sleepless night 
of torture, and suffering in Pilate’s judgment 


hall and the Jewish council hall, the ascent up 


the rugged slope of Calvary and the tortures 
of the crucifixion. He underwent all this vol. 
untarily for humanity, to make their salvation 
possible. 

Third, he had sympathy. Read John 11:35; 
Luke 7:13; Matt. 23: 37. 


Fourth, he had knowledge. See John 9:55, . 


I might extend this summary indefinitely. 

I only eall attention to one thing more—his 
purity. “But was in all points tempted like 
as we ‘are, yet without sin,’ Heb. 4:15. If 
then, as ministers of the gospel, we desire to 
make our preaching effective, if we desire to 
witness the salvation of biood bought souls 
for whom Jesus died, let us, hold him up. Let 
us give less Of our time aad thought to theol- 


ogy, philosophy, literature, or the sciences, | 


and more time to the Christ of the Bible, not 
merely as an historical character, but as a Say- 


ior from sin. Let us hold up Christ in his pow. . 


er, in his love, in his sympathy, in his .knovwl- 
edge, in his purity. Let us seek to convince 
men that while we cannot equal him in these 
respects, we can be like him in all of them. 


Above all, let us be found much alone with | 


him and when we come before the. people, we 

shall then be able to convince them that we 

have been with and known “Jesus Christ and 

him crucified.” Rev. F. A. Cornett. 
West Day, New York. 


——————_—_n 


CHRIST IS ALL IN ALL TO ME, 
BY EMILY J. BRYANT. 


While dreaming in my youth with noble pride 
Of tlie great world, my humble sphere outside, 
Pleasure spread out her gifts and said, “Seek bliss 
In these treasures of my wealth, Take this.” 
“Your field is far too small,” in wrath I cried 
“My growing soul would ne’er be satisfied. 
Time touches eternity, 
Christ is ali in all to me.” 


Society swung wide her golden gate - 
And welcomed all who at her feet would wait, 
“Heaven is far,” she cried, “and earth is near 
Things are not always just as they appear.” 
“Nay, God’s. revelation of wondrous love 
Has lifted my soul in rapture above, 
He only is my glory 
Christ is all in all 19 me.” 


Learning offered a wider -rauge and might 
Thro’ fields aglow with incandescent light S 
Whence we may rise to higher planes of life 
And roam thro’ fields beyond the common strife; 
“Here find you joys ineffable to guide.” 
“Nay, not so, there’s something beyond,” I cried, 
“I seek God’s sublimity 
Christ is all in all to me.” 


Fame’s far-off call promised prouder pleasure 
With gifts of honor in larger measure; 
Unfolding many a prize to be won 
On the. field of glory e’er day is done. 

“Ah, such glory is only for a day, 

Soon shall it vanish and fade away. 

Some sad, sorrowing soul I seek to bring 
To the compassionate love of my King, 
Whose praises fill immensity, 

Christ is all in all to me.” 


No gift, or praise of earth, can outweigh 
Or charm my soul-from Him who is thy Way. 
I only seek heaven’s gate to.enter in 
And the weary souls to save from. sin. 
Christ is our Door, our Life, our Righteousness 
He only can our lives supremely bless, 
Evermore my song shall be, 
“Christ is all in all to me.” 


Hammonton, N, J. 





A Few Questions. 

We are told in this enlightened age that God 
has no Son, and that he never has had, that 
Jesus is a myth, a misnomer, an intangible 
nonentity, that the world was not made by not 
throngh him even, and that God, though he 
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may exist, he is clothed with no power to gov- 


Who was it that_girded himself and washed 


ern the world, much more to create it, that the « the disciples’ feet? Was it an imposter? Who 


world sprang into being according to certain 
fixed and natural*laws, that there is no future, 
no opening of books, no rendering of accounts, 
that God simply sits in the heavens just as God, 
that man is his own judge and punisher, that 
humanity is, or are, going to the same place, 
the place being indefinite and lacking locality, 
that there is no such place as Hell or Heaven, 
that we carry one or the other in our own 
breasts, that everything exists through chance 
and is goverened by the same. That the high- 
wayman, midnight assassin, all-round villain, 
bank robber and professional thief are going 
to be associates of men of God, who have with- 
stood calumny, vituperative injustice and all 
the horde of detractors and slanderers of pure, 
lofty and upright character. To deny the re- 
lation of Christ to God a man has to fly in the 
very face of history, both religious, secular and 
profane. For some of the worst men have been 
ready to acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God, 

To deny the Sonship of Christ is to deny the 
authenticity of the Bible and to deny that is 
the rankest infidelity and smells of brimstone. 
There is a strong chance of testimony in favor 
of Christ being the Son of God and two of its 
strongest links are the following passages of 
Scripture: “This is my beloved Son in whom I 
am well pleased.” “Father into thy hands I 
commend my spirit.” To deny the sonship of 
Christ is-to strike out of existence all order, 
all law, all glory, all beauty and rob God of 
some of his finest, loveliest attributes, for who 
can conceive of anything more lovely, 
more tender and more noble than the 
relationship of father to son. Even in a hu- 
inan sense, who can ever forget the pride with 
which Grant’s father saw his son assume the 
head of the Union army when all other gener- 
ilship had failed, and as Grant won one battle 
after another and the news came to his father 
on the wings of the lightning, his father could 
appropriately say, “This is my beloved son in 
whom I am well pleased.” Twice elevated to 
the presidential chair added to his triumphal 
tour “around the world,” crowned heads pay- 
ing him homage, what more grand and glorious 
for the historian to write. There are other 
strong links in this chain which might be add- 
ed to the two first mentioned, for the Bible 
bristles with passages corroborative ef them. 

if Christ was not the son of God, who was it 
that was born in a manger at “Bethlehem of 
Judea,” around whose lowly couch God’s angels 
chanced the mellow refrain of “peace upon 
earth,. good-will to men.” Who was it that 
grew-to manhood, and while yet a mere lad con- 
founded the “doctors of the law.” Who was 
it that “went about doing good” “healing all 
manner of diseases,” at whose magnetic and 
divine touch foul leprosy hid its head and slunk 
away. Who was it that preached the masterly 
“sermon on the mount,” which has never been 
equaled and never can be, who was it that 
“spake as never man spake,” who was it that 
entered the temple and overthrew the table 
of the money-changers and spoke those wither- 
ing words to them? Who was it that was 
baptized of John in the river Jordan? Who 
was it that “cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, 
come forth,’ and he that was dead came forth.” 

We do not have to reason from analogy even. 
Who was it that met the woman of Samaria at 
the well and spoke those reassuring and pro- 
found words to her, words which gather new 
beauty, new power as the years sweep by. 


eI. ¥: 


was it that was arrested, tried and condemned 
and wore the crown of thorns and bore the 
cross up: Calvary’s rugged steeps? Whose lips 
were they that tasted the vinegar and worm- 
wood? Who was it whose hands and whose 
feet were nailed to the cross, which now bore 
him? Who was it whose heart was pierced 
by the cowardly Roman soldier? Who was it 
that said, “Lay not this sin to their charge, 
they know not what they do,” words both of 
tenderness and stinging and sarcastic rebuke? 
Who was it whose awful groan shook Calvary’s 
summit from “top to bottom?” Who was it 
that said to the thief on the cross, “This day 
shalt thou be with me in Paradise?” - Who 
was it that they “laid in Joseph’s new tomb?” 
Who was it that on the “third day” broke the 
seal of the tomb made in solid rock, and was 
seen forty days thereafter? Was he a “crea- 
ture of the immagination,” or is he the glor- 
ious being who sits in heaven now as we write, 
“laughing to scorn” all those who deny him 
as being the Son of God? As well deny that 
George Washington or Abraham Lincoln ever 
lived. 

Let us build our hopes on nothing else: than 
on him and his blood. C. C. Dawson. 


Field Notes. 


‘Behold I Bring You Good Tidings.” 


{We desire news for this department and desire it con- 
densed. Obituary matters should be omitted from it; also 
allusions to marriages. Report to us additions, baptisms, 
extra meetings, dedications, repairs, ordinations, calls, in- 
stallations, donations, supplies, organizations of churches, 
Sunday-schools, Endeavor Societies, and all matter connected 
with the spiritual work or prosperity of the Lord’s people. ] 











MASSACHUSETTS. 


Swansea.—Mr. and Mrs. Franklin G. Arnold. of 
Touisset, were completely surprised, Frid-- ' 

on the occasion of the twentv-#?!" 

their marriage, by about 150 tive 
The celebration of the silver 

vestry of the First Christian C 

and Mrs. Arnold are prominent n 
nothing of the intended surprise 
Kingsley called at their home the 
afternoon and asked them to co 
where some friends were waiting 
arrived they found a company ass L 
Mrs. Dana L.. Gardner received with Mr. and Mrs. 
Arnold, who stood at the north end of the vestry near 
a bank of potted plants and leaves, tastefully ar- 
ranged. Piano selections were rendered during the 
reception, and also through most of the evening. Miss 
Nancy Slade, a niece of Mrs. Arnold, sang an appro- 
priate solo, with her sister, Mrs. Arthur Sias, as ac- 
companist. Rev. Dr. Summerbell, pastor of the 
ehurch, made appropriate happy remarks. The room 
was decorated with crepe paper, and the outside of 
the church with evergreen. Ice cream, cake and coffee 
were served. Miss Mary L. Crittenden poured. The 
ushers were Willard C. Gardner, Roland Crittenden, 
Louis Manchester and Karl Gardner. There were 
many gifts of silverware, and relatives were present 
from Providence,- Cambridge and Somerset.—Fall 
River News, December 15, 1906. 


FALL RIVER.—Pastor ReEsiecns.—Rev. E. J. Bod- 
man, of Bogle Street, Accepts a Call to New York 
State.—Rev. E. J. Bodman, pastSr of the Bogle Street 
Christian Church, has tendered his resignation as 
the pastor of that church, and has announced that 
he wil sever his connection with the church on March 
31. He announces that he has accepted a call to 
the pastorate of a church in the suburbs of Albany, 
It was about two years ago that Rev. Mr. 
Bodman tendered his resignation to the members of 
the Bogle Street. Christian Church. He would not 
give any specific reason for the cause of his letter 
of resignation, except that lie thought that his days 
of usefulness to the parish were at an end, and the 
church would be better off if it had a change of pas- 
tors. It was reported at that time that there was a 
little dissension among two factions of the members 
which made-it rather -hard for the pastor to please 
both. Matters were smoothed over at that time, how- 
ever, and great pressure was: brought to bear upon 
tev. Mr. Bodman, and he finally agreed to withdraw 
his letter of resignation. It is reported that: about 





seven months ago he intimated to his congregation . 


that he would probably make a change later. It is 
now ‘an understood fact that he will retire on March 
31. Rev. Mr. Bodman has been pastor of the Bogle 
Street Christian Church for six years, and under his 





pastorate the chureh has prospered greatly. —Fall 
River News, Dee. 18, 1906. 


Fall River—Rey. J. C. Emerson, of the Christian 
Biblical Institute, Stanfordville, New York, will 
spend his holiday vacation in WESTPORT, visit- 
ing friends. Miss Alice True, of Japan, formerly of 
Amesbury, now at home on furlough, is making an 
itinerary of the churches of the Rhode Island and 
Massachusetts Caristian Conference. She will be at 
SOUTH WESTPORT, Wednesday evening, and at 
CENTRAL VILLAGE, Thursday evening. Miss True 
was in Japan during the war and has been a close 
student of Japanese affairs —Fall River News, Dec. 
17, 1906. 


NEW JERSEY. 


Milford.—The work here in MILFORD is growing 
more interesting as the days go by. We are just be 
ginning to see what can be done when pastor and 
people are united and working harmoniously together. 
God has been good to us, for while hindered some- 
what in our work by reason of sickness, the church 
is growing in many respects. The people are learn- 
ing that a large part of religion consists of giving, 
so we are hoping and praying that in time we may be 
able to do larger things in God’s work. Sunday, 
December 16, five were received into church fellow- 
ship, four on confession of faith and one by letter. 
Three were received by letter during September, mak- 
ing eight this year. The meetings in HOLZAND 
conducted by the writer, resulted in two converts. 
After the week of prayer, we expect to hold special 
meetings in our own church. A series of sermons to 
young men and women has been arranged for the 
Sunday evenings during January and February, 1907. 
We wish the Hrratp a prosperous New Year.—JoHn 
W. Trettow, December 18, 1906. 

NEW YORK. 

East . Cobleskill—The Christian church will lose 
a number of its most loyal supporters this winter and 
spring, and it goes without question that the loss 
will be deeply felt, especially in the removal’ of Broth- 
er Newton Turner, who was not only deacon, committee, 
trustee, pulpit committee, and superintendent of the 
Sunday-school for twenty-two years past, but was the 
heaviest contributor to the pastor’s support and the 
finances of the church. Brother Turner is also post- 
master of the village. He has sold his »roperty and 
will remove to Ballston, N. Y. At the 2:nnual ehurch 
meeting, James Houghkirk and John H. Shultes were 
elected deacons; George D.-Turner was elected trus- 
tee; James Houghkirk, Chester Dumond. ** 
Cynthia Nelson, pulpit committee; John . 
treasurer; John Dummer? 
cises wer 


iiern Chris- 
ession convened here 
Upening Friday evening with 
ue “Life of Christ,” illustrated by stere- 
pucen views, followed by business sessions. Satur- 
day morning and afternoon with an address and fel- 
lowship meeting, and preaching in the evening. The 
conference president, Rev. A. G. Lewis, of BRUSH- 
TON, delivered a fine sermon Sunday morning. Sub- 
ject, “The Bible Our Creed,” fallowed by communion. 
He also conducted revival services in the evening, 
assisted by Rev. F. L. Crissey, of the Presbyterian 
chureh, Dexter, who has occupied the pulpit here 
as supply the past summer. We are in the midst of 
an earnest, prayerful revival of Christian love in our 
hearts and church: The interest throughout the 
neighborhood is very encouraging. The meetings con- 
tinue this week in charge of Rev. B. M. Smith. of 
Ansonia, Conn., who has recently united with the 
eonference. Ten have acknowledged Christ as their 
Savior, and we pray for more to follow. Brother 
Smith is expecting to aid Rev. Lewis in revival serv- 
ices at Brushton after he finishes here. We were 
glad to welcome Mrs. Blood, Mrs. Royce and Mrs. 
Conger, of Brushton to our quarterly meeting, and 
hope to see them again. We have our Christmas 
tree entertainment by the Sunday-school on Christ- 
mas eve.—FLoRA CLEVELAND, December 17, 1906. 


Otego.—The annual business meeting and roll call 
of the First Christian Church was held Saturday, 
December 8, 1906. The following officers were elect- 
ed: ministerial chairman, Emory Jewell, P. S. Whit- 
ney, I. H. Allen; church treasurer, Mrs. Chas. Hoag, 
The roll was called. Nearly forty gave testimonies 
to a life in Christ. A unanimous call was given Rev. 
John A. Dillon to remain as pastor for the coming 
year. While he and- his wife are highly respected 
by church,and community, the call was not accepted. 
They feel deeply moved to go to the rescue of a 
weak church in CARVERSVILLE, Pa., where there 
is a church property valued at five thousand dollars 
and a little handful of faithful workers, standing 
loyal to their principles, against much opposition 
from a split. off from the original. To save this 
flock and property from Tuin, a sacrifice had to be 


made. While obedience is better than sacrifice, they 
offered their service to their Lord and Master. Aft oY 
receiving a call from the church, the Lord said, 


Go to the rescue. So they will take up the work the 
first Sunday in April....On December 11th a dona- 
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tion supper was served in the church parlor. After 
an enjoyable time, they departed for their homes, 
leaving the pastor a nice little purse of money....On 
December the 16th two husbands, their wives and a 
young man were received inte membership of the 
church. The pastor will give them the hand of 
fellowship on the next Sunday....The Otego church 
is an excellent one for a ‘pastor that wants an easy 
field. Only one sermon per week to preach. No mid- 
week prayer-meeting. 'The prayer-meeting is on Sun- 
day evening. The strong Endeavor Society takes 
up the balance of the evening. The church has a 
strong Sunday-school. Old and young remain for 
Sunday-school....By good reports all along the line, 
the churches in the Otego County Quarterly Confer- 
ence are doing excellent work; the quarterly meeting 
at KETOHUM Church was a feast of fat things.... 
The church at HARTWIOK is moving along nicely un- 
der the leadership of Rev. F. K. Gaige....On Decem- 
ber 2nd Brother A. H. Bless, of Hartwick, filled the 
Otego pulpit while the pastor was away assisting in 
special services. Brother Bliss is an excellent young 
man of God.—QUARTERLY CONFERENCE REPORTER. 


OHIO. 


Hamersville—On the seventh of November, I left 
my home to assist Rev. W. T. Boyce in a meeting 
at LIBERTY CHAPEL, B. C., which lastéd for two 
weeks, and resulted in a-revival of the membership 
and one addition to the church, at the close of which 
Brother Boyce went to assist me in a meeting of two 
weeks at CHRISTIAN CHAPEL; and owing to the 
bad weather, sickness, and death in the community, 
the results were not satisfactory to us. Brother 
Boyce did good Bible preaching and we believe him 
a man of God. I expect to hold a meeting at DALLAS, 
beginning on the first Sunday in February. Will the 
brethren pray the blessing of God upon the church 
and the poor servant of God, that they may be abun- 
dantly blessed. I sometimes feel discouraged and 
like despairing, but the promise of grace being given 
sufficient for the day and its trials is sweet to me 
and gives courage.—T. F. Baatey, December 17, 1906. 


MEROM, Indiana, has been blessed with a 
series of gospel sermons of remarkable helpfulness. 
Our very eflicient and spirited field and mission work- 
er, Brother Menzo Borthwick, was the evangelist. 
For years the church has not been so interested. 
There wer@ many additions. Many more in Merom 
should h..-‘:oined, but some are of the world still. 
May sume paewer of God arouse and save them. 
The school is\doing grandly. The church has ar- 
ranged to employ a pastor. This is the right thing 
to do. The ones in charge of the college cannot make 
real success of both college and church. Many of our 
“hurches have grown weak for want.of real shepherd- 
ing 6* the flock and of personal sermons kindly and 
quietly given to the wneonverted. In my work of 
three weeks and two days in the interest of the purity 
reform work among a few of the churches .of the 
MIAMI Ohio Christian Conference, I found several 
churches without pastors and greatly in need o* 
faithful, careful pastoral work. Some of the mem- 
bers have grown very worldly minded and are in 
great danger of their losing the way heavenward 
unless they have spiritual help soon. Many I found, 
however, who are very happily engaged in church 
work and are making good progress. I thank the 
good people heartily who kindly cared for me in the 
dear Master’s name, and for the nearly $2.00 above 
traveling expenses. I haveengaged myself to the Lord 
for this greatly needed work. Because that many 
churches will receive power and great revivals will 
follow, bye and bye, avhen the blessed Bible teach- 
ings on purity and holiness of life are faithfully 
taught by pastors. God speed the day—ALBERT Gop- 
LEY. 

INDIANA. 


Albany.—We have just closed our second meeting 
for the year, with two yet to hold. Our meeting at 
SILVER CREEE lasted sixteen days. Eight were ad- 
ded to the church, and a high degree of spiritual life 
attained to....Our meeting of twenty-two days with 
the ANTIOCH Church closed last Thursday with a 
crowded house of most anxious listeners. Many were 
received into the faith and six were received to mem- 
bership. The church ascended upon Pisgah in faith 
and zeal.—F. Powers. 


Warren.—CBRIsTIAN CHURCH. A series of ques- 
tions asked by interested parties will be considered 
on successive Sunday evenings, beginning with De- 
cember 16, as follows: “What is the Proper Position 
of the Church on the Amusement Question?” “Did 
God Harden Pharaoh’s Heart?” “What are the Uses 
of the Saloon?’ “Where is the Garden of Eden?” 
Further conversation on these or other topics is so- 
licited. There will be good music- at each service. 
—Warren (Ind.) Tribune, Dec. 14, 1906. 

Lebanon.—We began our meeting at MT. OLI- 
VET, in Owen County, December 3, and closed De- 
cember 16, with the church revived and *one added. 
Rey. A. W. Cash was with us nine days and did some 
excellent preaching and won many warm friends. We 
have a number of good workers there and there was 
meeting every day as well as at night. The writer 
has received over one hundred into the church at 
that place. Our next meeting will be at PLUMTREE 
or in Huntington County, January 16, 1907.— 

. O. Coy. 


Sheridan.—Rev. J. J. SUMMERBELL:—My work is 
doing nicely this year. The Aid Society of the 


SCOTLAND Chureh, W, I, C, C., has made enough 





money and paid for the following: papering, $34.00; 
carpets, $42.30; wood-house, $33.30; gasoline light 
plant, $42.50; pastor’s salary, $12.50; money on hand, 
$24.87; total, $249.97. This society is doing good 
work. I am preaching half time at this place. I 
will begin my revival here the last of January..:. 
I love my new work at OLIFFORD. I will begin 
my revival there January first. Yours in Christ,— 
Rey. M. M. Wires, December 17. 


Indianapolis—We have just closed a very success- 
ful ‘revival meeting at Indianapolis, with thirty-one 
conversions and twenty-two additions to the church; 
some very good families, which will help and be en- 
couragement.to the church. Dr. Powers, secretary 
of the home mission department of the A..C. C., was 
with us one night, and gave us much encouragement. 
The Christian Endeavor Society has added some new 
members and are doing good work. The Sunday- 
school is encouraging. This revival meeting will be 
very helpful to the church. The church is very much 
encouraged. With preaching every Sunday, we are 
expecting greater success in the future of the church. 
..-.We could assist in a revival meeting. Address, 
1722 Martindale Avenue.—ReEv. J. F. Morris, Decem- 
ber 20th. - 


Tipton.—Just closed a two weeks’ meeting with 
the PIKE’S PEAK Church, with four additions to 
the church. The Rev.. Walter Coe,. of the Baptist 
church, and Rey. C. A. Lambert assisted. Rev. Coe’s 
preaching was full of the Spirit and on the Bible 
line, preaching Christ as a complete Savior without 
compromising in the least with the world. Revs. Coe 
and Lambert made many warm friends among: the 
members of the Pike’s Peak Church, and the church 
was loyal, not only with their prayers and presence, 
but rewarded them very liberally. We have no peo- 
ple within the borders of the Indiana Miami Reserve 
Christian Conference who are more loyal to the prin- 
ciples of the Christian church than the membership 
of this church. Their Sunday-school, with Brother 
John Miller superintendent, is an ideal school with 
Christian teachers and attentive pupils. This church 
takes all the collections and is among the first in 
the conference as the largest contributor to home and 
foreign mission work. This is my second year as 
their pastor and I find it a delight to labor among 
them.—W. P. NewHovuse, December 20, 1906. 


Goshen.—F closed a series of meetings at DUNFEE 
Christian Church Sunday night last? The weather 
and roads were a great hindrance to our success; 
however, we think the church was spiritually strength: 
ened and mueh good accomplished. There was but 
one addition during the.meeting, but we hope others 
may unite soon. There are some devoted people in 
this church.. The singing.was of. the best all through. 
...-1l will hold special meetings at the ANTIOCH 
Church beginning Monday night, December 31st, and 
continue for an indefinite time....I saw Rev. Hidy 
of North Manchester while on my way to my appoint- 
ment at Antioch. He will begin a meeting at BELL- 
VILLE Sunday next: He closed his meeting at 
COLLAMER last Sunday night with one addition. 
.»»-Rev. Frantz is in a meeting at SIDNEY, with 
good prospects....Rev. Warner, of MANCHESTER, 
is in special meetings, which have resulted in a num- 
ber of additions....Dear Brother Summerbell, I 
want to thank you for your kindness to me during 
these years that you served so faithfully as: editor 
of our own beloved paper. I shall never forget the 
sweet spirit that you manifested at the time of your. 
defeat, and all through the Huntington Convention. 
May heaven’s blessings be upon you and your com- 
panion while finishing life’s journey.—W. G. Parker. 


Muncie—Christian Church, Vermillion County, 
closed their revival services the 15th (inst.) I assist- 
ed their pastor, Rev. Donald G. Vint who is an ear- 
nest hard worker, much loved and held in the highest 
esteem by the people both in and out of the church. 
I preached fourteen sermons; the Lord honored our 
work, and notwithstanding the rain, mud and dark 
nights, the people came and we enjoyed the presence 
of the Spirit. It was my first visit to Muncie, a privi- 
lege that I appreciated very much. The church has beén 
blessed with a faithful ministry. I found in the re- 
liquary of their hearts excerpts of sermons from Gunn, 
Clapp, Bennett, Defur, and many from Sister Miller, 
sown many years ago, and still bearing fruit. 
Brethren, don’t be afraid to preach the word. “God 
will prosper it in the thing whereto he sent it.” 
A part of the church with the pastor and I spént one 
afternoon with Elder Gunn at his home in Oakwood; 
we found the Elder physically impaired, having al- 
most lost the use of his lower limbs, but enjoying the 
reténtion of mental powers surpassingly. I read the 
1ith chapter of Hebrews, and talked awhile on the 
triumphs of faith; the Elder then talked to us remi- 
niscently, reviewing his pioneer ministry that was 
fraught with adventures ang bardships. It brought 
tears to our eyés, and made us feel that we were do- 
ing but_very little with our present opportunities. 
The Elder is ninety years and eight months old; as 
his shadow lengthens and the twilight of his faithful 
career creeps upon him, let us pray that he may ‘have 
a triumphant finish, and leave his people much en- 
couragement. We will be with GRAND PRAIRIE 
church, Crawford County, for the next two weeks 
pray for us; the church needs new life. Well the 
poor preacher couldn’t eat turkey at home if he hati 


- the turkey. He must be about his Father’s business 


and eat ham, meat and. gravy, or anything they set 
before’ him, asking no questions. We must console 
ourselves with the thought of eating greens with the 
folks at home this spring after the people. get through 
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with us. Our yenerable Bro. J. T. ought to be happy; 

he has his living (onions) tne year around, and 

Jacobs his.chicken, and Bennett his jelly, and Parson 

Bilis his coffee, but alas!. we that lay store by turkey 

must forego the pleasure; it’s twenty cents a pound. 
B. Litre. 


Frankfort Scraps.—Mrs. Rev. Thomas Quillen, 
Western Indiana Conference, has passed away. Rey. 
Crowell officiated, third Lord’s Day, at Darlington.... 
Rey. J. M. Brown writing me from Advance, Decem- 
ber 14, 1906, says: “Have closéd a meeting of days 
with the BROWN’S WONDER Church, with good in- 
terest throughout. ‘There were no accessions because 
nearly every person of the community belongs to some 
church.. Pastor Stover, of the LEBANON Church, 
preached for us one night to good acceptance. I go 
to STAUNTON the 1st to fill regular appointment. [ 
begin® a serial. meeting with the FRIENDSHIP 
Church the 19th.’”’....Hon. Ezra Meeker, the now his- 
toric and celebrated ox-team man from the state of 
Oregon, since the 29th of January, 1906, is now the 
guest of Trustee John Meeker, of VEHDERSBURG, 
to whom he is related, and will visit the test of the 
Meeker family....Pastor Crowel reports’ that 
BETHEL Church, Mansfield, Ill, the second Lord’s 
Day, held U. C. College Day, and raised $150, which 
is more than their assessment for the total repair 
fund for Union Christian College. Brotker James is 
the diplomat of that congregation. His son, E. Olan 
James is a scholarly young man of ability, and every- 
body knows Dr. Baker, of the Herald, who is his son- 
in-law. Bethel raised .a little more than the assess- 
ment to help weak churches. Three cheers for 
Bethel, Brother James, and its worthy pastor... .The 
third Lord’s Day was U. C. College Day at OSBORN 
PRAIRIE Church, Fountain County. :..Brother Duly 
Frazier, secretary PRAIRIE CHAPEL Christian 
Church, Hillsboro, Ind., unthoughtedly sent the first 
installment of the U. ©. College repair fund $25.00, 
to Rev. J. ¥. Burnett, educational department, in- 
stead of td Brother Theodore Meeker, Attica, Ind. 
The mistake is being corrected. Clerks and trustees 
of the. Western Indiana Conference churches please 
be careful to send your college repair fund to Brother 
Meeker, and please be as prompt as possible and es- 
cape. interest....The AZ WOOD Christian Church 
cost $7,500. The roof is laid with a painted tin 
shingle....Rev. John Boord is improving slowly from 
his recent illness, for which he is very thankful.. It 
was a miraculous escape....Our esteemed. brother, 
R. H. Gott, and wife, of the KOKOMO Church, are 
holding up the banner of the Lord at that city with 
most excellent results....With this issue of Scraps 
we wish the readers of the Hreratp a Happy New 
Year. For ere the Hraatp is read again it will be 
January 1, 1907, and I suppose issued under the ad- 
ministration of a new editor. This being the case 
and the yoice of the Convention, I desire to say to 
the church in behalf of its retiring Editor Summer- 
bell: That I have known him since 1861, as we were 
students together in Union Christian College at 
Merom, where his sainted father was president, and 
since that time, the writer has ever found him devoted 
and loyal to the Christian church, and he has given 
the Heratp the best twelve years of his life. Should 
he, in your judgment, have made mistakes, please 
remember that it is but human thus to do; and mis- 
takes afflict us all. The twelve years’ service as ed- 
itor of the Herazp will be marked down in your his- 
tory as commendable and successful. Brother Sum- 
merbell, if this issue of the Hrratp closes your offi- 
cial relation with it, I bid you good-bye, and with it 
God’s dear blessing and loving benediction, to keep 
you and guide you, wherever he may lead you. 
Amen!....By the kindness of Rev. John Boord the 
following was the program of U. C. College Day at 
OSBORN PRAIRIE Church: Pastor Crowell was 
called to a funeral; papers were read by Mary and 
Bertha Hormell;, address by W. H. Martin; collec- 
tion by John Boord. The first installment was rais- 
ed....The silver wedding of Brother John and Ida 
Galloway,. Osborn Prairie Church, was a pleasant 
home-like ‘occasion. Some fifty-three were present. 
There were seventeen gifts of silver. Some nice mu- 
sic graced the’ affair. Mrs. O. Meeker was master of 
ceremonies. Rev. John Boord was present to assist. 
....-The writer, in very poor health, is at PRAIRIE 
CHAPEL Church, just starting in on revival services. 
Elder George Rippey, of Atwood, Ill., has joined us in 
the work. Brother Rippey is also very much indis- 
posed. Really, there are but two persons in the 
church vicinity not members.—PuHILLIes, Decelm- 
ber 22nd. 

Brother Stover writes: “One addition to the Leb- 
anon Church this evening at the regular service. The 
church here has put in a new furnace. This will keep 
our bodies warm; we are depending upon the Lord 
to warm our hearis. We are also working at our 
collége apportionment. Think we will secure the full 
amount. This ought to set an example to the self- 
supporting churches.—PHILLIPS. , 


ILLINOIS. 


Danville—I am in a revival meeting at LANE. 
The weather has been very much against us; yet we 
are moving on -with increased power. The congrega- 
tion Sunday night was immense. The spirit of the 
meeting was pentecostal. There were six accessions 


to the church on Sunday. While we had announced 
to close Sunday night, yet the people arose en 
masse for a continuation of the meeting, so we move 
on with great anticipations. Rey. Patterson filled 
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my pulpit on Sunday....The Rev. Follansbee stopped 
over Sunday with us at DANVILLE recently and 
preached two splendid sermons at the church—G, D. 
LAWRENCE, December 17. 

Newton.—We are now in the midst of the meeting 
at NEW LIBERTY with Pastor ©. Defur; weather 
somewhat inclement; Christmas the order of the day. 
The above church is quite historical, being near a 
hundred years old, having had some of the ablest 
preachers of Zion as its former pastors.. It is the 
home of Uncle Jap Linsey, who has passed through 
forty revival meetings in this church body. The 
church building is a gem, the pride of the community. 
Pastor Defur stands high in the heart of the people. 
...-Aunt Barbara Randolph, of the WHITH OAK 
Church is here visiting her daughter, Mrs. Jessie Em- 
erson. She is rendering valuable service in the meet- 
ing....We were pleased to meet Brother John Baugh- 
man ‘on the train Monday at Olney. He was en route 
home for a few days’ rest. He reports his work do- 
ing nicely....Rev. J. M. Bradbury, assisted by Rev. 
F. BE. Lewis, is holding special services at BROCK- 
VILLE; one member the first evening....I go to 
BETHSAIDA Saturday to fill my appointment. 


Later—On my way to Bethsaida I met Elder James 
Underwood on his way to FAIRVIEW to fill Elder 
W. S. Paul’s apointment. He reports a very spiritual 
meeting at PLEASANT HILL with Pastor Paul and 
with Rey. John Evans 4s assistant....At Newton we 
met Elder J. A. Tracy en route to WINTERROAD 
to fill his apointment....Elder P. Wade is in special 
meeting at PLEASANT VALLEY, Elder Tracy assist- 
ing....We also met Elder Jesse Bradbury en route 
to HEDRICK, Ind., to fill the stand over Sunday.s 
He left the meeting at BROCKVILLE in charge of 
Brother F. E. Lewis. They report a grand meeting, 
with eleven accessions; more in sight... .Elder 
Charles Hershey changed cars at Newton for Central 
Conference. Rev. J. M. Carmean was also in the 
nunber.. He reports some splendid meetings at MT. 
GILEAD, though hindered some by bad weather. The 
elder went to HARDINSVILLE this morning for Sun- 
day meeting. We go to. Brockville for a wedding 
Christmas; then back to New Liberty, Ind., Wednes- 
day. A Happy New Year to all the Heratp readers. 
—ALVIN O. JACOBS. 


Avon.—We enjoyed good service at OLIVE Sunday. 
....1 go to MUNCIE to-day for regilar appointment. 
....L preached at MARIETTA Thursday night, the 
20th. Quite a number were in attendance... The 
brethren there desire to have a- revival soon.....Am 
glad to- hear of Brother Golden’s success with the 
MT. PLEASANT Church....We anticipate beginning 
special services at Olive Church January ist. We 
are looking forward for a great victory....Sister 
Coons, of Marietta, hands me $1.50 to renew Herrarp 
subscription. She has been a subscriber to the good 
old Heratp for many years. Received letters from 
Revs. Bennett, Baughman, Underwood. They write 
encouragingly. Their work is in good condition. By 
the time this number of the Heratp is read the quar- 
terly conference at FIATT will be in session. Some 
very important subjects are to be discussed....I am 
pleased to learn of the evangelistic success in the 
different fields....Am sorry to learn of Rev. W. A. 
Roberts being in poor health. My earnest prayer is 
that his recovery may be speedy....I have many 
calls to help in revivals. Received a call last week 
to help Rev. D. W. Thompson in special meetings in 
Iowa. May the Lord bless the work everywhere.— 
DonaLp G. Vint, December 22nd. 


Norris City—Had a good service at SIM. last Sun- 
day, and received one member. The Woman’s Mis- 
sion Society met at the home of Mrs. Ewing and 
had a splendid session....Enjoyed a brief stay at 
home after an absence of more than three weeks. I 
assisted one night at NORRIS CITY in the union 
gospel meetings, conducted by Mrs. Nash and her hus- 
band, from St. Louis. The pastors of the city aided 
in the services... Sister Nash is a_ forcible gospel 
preacher, holds up for a clean, pure life, is blessed 
with rare talent, believes in the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit, and has great success. I preached in the same 
house the night following (Tuesday, the 18th), and 
had a large audience and a splendid service... Am 
hoping wat the way may open soon for a Christian 
church at Norris City....Was called to BURNT 
PRAIRIE, my old home church, last Tuesday to con- 
dut the funeral of “Uncle Joe” Ritsch, an old neigh- 
bor, citizen, and member. Many sad and glad mem- 
ories came to my heart as I went to the old church 
and met my old neighbors. How many sad changes! 
....This is perhaps my last field note to the present 
editor. We are sad to see him go; but we will greet 
the new editor and make him welcome.....A merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year to tne HEkaLp 
family—aA. H. BeNNerr, December 21st. 


Danville—The church at DANVILLE is in splen- 
did working order. The attendance is good and 
interest on the increase. We have a number of asso- 
ciate families, which we expect will make good for 
the church in the near future. The Sunday-school 
will give a Coristmas entertainment. The Christian 
Endeavor gave a Thanksgiving social that was a 
marked success. Mr. E. J. Galbreth, our president, is 
taking great interest in the work. Mr. Whetstone, 
a former student at Defiance, Ohio, assisted the En- 
deavorers in a literary and musical entertainment, 
December 14th, which was considered quite a treat. 
....The meeting at LANE, Ill., was a great success ; 
twenty-three additions to the church, all of which 
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were heads of families, except two. They all were of 
the best people in the community. The church was 
greatly revived, and under propér management may 
become one of the strongest churches in the confer- 
ence. Elder Patterson, of Danville, is their pastor, 
and he has certainly done great things for these peo- 
ple. He has had many things with which to con- 
tend, but he has bravely stemmed the tide, and the 
Lord has wonderfully blessed -his labors....I hope 
that every minister that has charge of churches in 
this conference will remember-that he is a commit- 
tee to see that the apportionment is~raised in his 
pastorate for the repair fund of U. C. College. ‘The 
anlount to be raised is fifty cents per member in the 
church. Get the late minutes of the conference, get 
the number. last reported, multiply that by fifty, which 
gives the sum that you are expected to raise. Send 
the amount raised to G. D. Lawrence, 716 Robinson 
street, Danville, Ill. Some of the churches have -al- 
ready. responded. Let all others do likewise. The 
college needs the money. A merry Christmas to all.— 
G. D. LAWRENCE. 


Palestine.—On the evening of December 1st I be- 
gan a revival at HUNT CITY. The first few days 
we only had meeting at night. The brethren seemed 
somewhat indifferent relative to the work, but by 
hard. work with the faithful few, the*Lord assisting, 
we got the work in fairly good shape, as we thought, 
when upon the evening of the 10th Rev. Harry Rowe 
came to our assistance. The work took on some new 
life and with the Lord with us, we went at it with 
all power we had. We began our day meetings upon 
Thursday. After we began, the day-meeting was spar- 
ingly attended, which was a shame, when we take 
into consideration that most of the members live in 
the village. It is very strange that men and women 
knowingly, as they do, become careless. Brother 
Rowe did some able preaching to an_ atten- 
tive congregation. They accepted it all O. K., but to 
get any great move, we failed. We do not consider 
the meeting a failure by any means, for we know 
that the faithful few were greatly revived. We also 
feel that there was seed sown that will bear fruit in 
the near future. There is some little difference among 
a few of the brethren, which we hope will not amount 
to much. As soon as parties see where they stand 
we feel sure they will march out for the right. 
Borther Rowe made many new friends. He did some 
able and close-cutting preaching. On Thursday night 
before the regular service Brothers Luther McCoy 
and W. H. Osborn were set apart by the laying on 
of hands as deacons. The service was very impres- 
sive .and nicely conducted....We go to MT. ZION 
for over Sunday. We begin our next meeting there 
some time in January. We hope for good things 
there. We also hope for better days at HUNT CITY. 
—J. M: PLUNKETT, December 21st. 


Tuscola.—Brother C. C. Tarr, pastor at PIERSON, 
closed his meetings there Tuesday evening, with eight 
accessons. He holds Sunday services with the church 
at INDUsiI'RY, Western Illinois, and continues over 
the fifth Sunday. He will likely pastorate the <! 
the remainder of the year. ind 
has our deepest sympathy. Si l if 
proves to be unfaithful to a c . ! 
ceitful, assuming a sheep wh 
wrong, and leave the church in 
the sins of a pretentious pasto1 
good way to cripple a minister's 
debts and never settle, fail to fili siuent with 
congregations or individuals, Better live within the 
income, if some.other means of employment will have 
to be resorted to, rather than have “fraud” written 
in the minds of his would-be friends, and his influ- 
ence crippled as a minister....Honor the Christmas 
day by sending in a new name to the Illinois State 
Brigade....Brother Lawrence left the meeting at 
LANE in the midst of a good interest, other duties 
ealling for his help....GARRETT celebrates the 
Lord’s birth by having a Christmas tree....The 
church at TUSCOLA gave the children a treat. The 
revival continues here with good interest. Many 
come up for prayers....Rev. C. B. Hershey begins 
his revival at TRIMBLE about the 30th of this 
month, Rev. Clarence Defur at HAUBSTADT, Ind., 
about the 20th of January. We hope these brethren 
success in their work. We are anxious for more 
consecrated church members, a better-paid ministry, 
a sacrificing membership, and a more faithful broth- 
erhood....A merry Christmas and a Happy New 
Year to all our beloved brotherhood.—I.- M. Hoe, 
December 21st. 


Education Column. 


Rev. M. W. Baker, Ph.D., Springfield, Ohio, is the sec- 
retary of the educational department of the American 
Christian Convention, and we place his communications in 
this column, as well as other matter relating to education ; 
but he ts responsible only for that signed with his name. 





FRANKLINTON CHRISFIAN. COLLEGE. 

The fall term, which began October 17th, closes 
with the holidays. The work of this term has been 
pleasant and prosperous. Our dormitories are filled. 
We are now making effort to raise money to assist 
the Board of Control in providing larger accommoda- 
tions. The North Carolina Conference contributed 
one hundred dollars in cash, and individuals pledged 
four hundred dollars for building purposes. The Vir- 
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ginia Conference contributed fifty dollars cash and 
personal pledges to the amount of two hundred dol- 
lars. Dr. Jas. M. McGee, of 112 Chestnut St., Phila- 
delphia, contributed two and one-half dollars to the 
work; Mrs. D. L. Saterlee, of Somerslane, Pa., sends 
five dollars donated by East Lawrence Sunday-school 
Missionary Society, for the farm; Rev. William Bul- 
lock, pastor of Island Hill Christian Church, Middle- 
burg, N. C., two dollars. 

The amounts received have been forwarded to 
Rey, John Blood, treasurer, Lewisburg, Pa. 

H. E. Lone. 
Franklinton, N. C., Dec. 17, 1906. 
aca 





UNION CHRISTIAN COLLEGE. 

A very successful term of the college has just clos- 
ed and the students have returned home for the holi- 
days. The school was successful because of internal 
and external harmony and results of work done, as 
shown by the final examinations. The attendance 
was beyond our expectation, considering our start- 
ing point. 

The heating apparatus is now in place and the 
heat was turned on in the main building the last day 
of the fall term. The light plants and chandiliers 
are here ready to be set in place as soon as the work- 
men come. This is only a short job. We expect the 
heat and the light to be in working order at the open- 
ing of the winter term, January ist. 

The prospects for the coming term are good. Nearly 
all of our fall term students expect to return, and 
some new ones are in sight. 

Some ministers are still holding their Union Chris- 
tian College Day. We are anxious for the churches 
to realize what the college can be to the churches, 


as well as what the churches can be to the college. 
If the churches will send their young people to Union 
Christian College she will try to send them back 


better equipped for church and life work. 
there will be a reciprocal benefit. 
G. R. HAMMOND. 


Hence 


NEW NOTICES. 
EBASTERN KANSAS con REN 
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.. state of In- 
i .uxess of the superin- 
id l school and the conference 
? 1 each minister see that this is 
1 j -y require a postal card. 
ast. D. O. Coy, Sunday-school Sec’y. 


WESTVILLE BASKET MEETING. 

BELOIT, OHIO, Dec. 18, 1906. 
Will you please announce in the HERALD OF GOSPEL LIB- 
ERTY that a fifth Sunday all-day meeting will be held at 
Westville Christian Church, Mahoning County, Ohio, De- 
cember 30, 1906, to which all Christian churches of this 
section are cordially invited, and especially all ex-pastors 
and non-resident members of the church. A basket dinner 

will be served at the church. S. E. Caris, Pastor, 





BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING. 


The A. C. C. Board of Education is called to meet in 
the C. P. A. Building, Dayton, Ohio, Wednesday, 9:00 
a. m., January 9, 1907, to take action in filling the vacancy 
on the Board and in the treasurership of the same, caused 
by the death of Dr. W. A. Bell, and to attend to any and 
all other matters that may properly come before it. 

MARION W. BAKER, 


Sec’y Education, A. C. C., Pres. of Board. 





EASTER INDIANA CONFERENCE. 


To Pastors of Churches of the Eastern Indiana Conference: 

As secretary of the department of publication of the 
above named conference, I desire to call the attention of 
the pastor of eich conference, whether you are a member 
of this conference or not, to the resolutions unanimously 
adopted at the last conference session. : 

First, That the pastor of each church in this conference 
is required to personally canvass each family, members of 
his church, and earnestly solicit subscripgions to the Her- 
ALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY and the Christian Missionary. 

Second, That each pastor shall report to the secretary 
of. publication, at least ten days before the annual session 
of the conference, the number of HeraLps and Missionaries 
taken by members of each church of his charge. 

This requirement is made of all pastors, whether the 
pastor is a member of this conference or of some other 
conference; it is expected of them to make the canvass 
and report to the secretary. : 

It. occurs to the mind of the secretary that during the 
revivals would be a most propitious time to make the can- 
vass, as the religious interest is usually increased and 
numbers of new converts are added to the churches who 
need the information they will receive from these sources 
to enlighten and encourage them in ehurch work. 

I trust and pray that each pastor may have great suc- 
cess, not only in placing our periodicals in homes, but in 
their revival efforts, and that many souls may be saved. 

J. R. CortNer, Sec’y Publication. 


Winchester, Indiana. 





‘«s<Notices Continued”? on Page Sixteen. 
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HOME DEPARTMENT. 
Gratifying Words and Facts. 


Different persons have expressed to 
us their displeasure that we have omit-. 
ted from the columns of the Heratp of 
GosPeL Liperty,. either their .words of 
approval of our editorship, or the words 
of others they knew to have been sent 
us; three or four even seeming to resent 
our course; some of the communications 
being formal articles. It is possible 
that we have erred in this regard, for 
such’ matter is usually eagerly quoted 
by editors. We have pursued the op- 
posite course, not because such words 
were not a delight to us, for we have 
appreciated them highly; but we have 
felt that the language was often too 
strong. But now, having received the 
consent of the editor-elect, we publish 
some of the hundreds of appreciative ex- 
pressions of readers who have address- 
ed us, that we easily gather, hoping that 
those who have been made angry by our 
suppressing their matter will be molli- 
fied, when seeing that there has been 
too much of this for us to publish while 
intending to remain editor. Also, our 
opponents may see that our editorial 
polity has not been dictated by desire 
for re-election. For some of these ar- 
ticles and letters were written before 
the late convention, and some were a 
direct argument on the subject: AS 
many of these persons may not like to 
be quoted, we omit all names: 


“I am very sorry, Brother Summerbell, 
that January ist closes your labors as edi- 
tor. * * * You have forgotten the letter 
I wrote you several months ago regarding 
the Herald and its editor. I looked for it 
just before the Quadrennial; perhaps you 
will remember. It would be all right to 
print it just before you retire from office?” 

“Tne paper is a decided success. * * * 
You deserve a, great deal of praise. Your 
own editoriais, and especially the comments 
on the front page, are exceptionally fine.” 

“The Herald of Gospel Liberty is a good 
paper, amd I read it with great pleasure.” 

“In your, * * * , lately published, is some 
of the best * * * of defense I ever read; 
best from any point of view.” 

“You are ghying us the strongest and best 
paper we have had since your father was 
editor, and I weuld be very sorry to hear of 
your remoyal.” 

“To say that Team well pleased with the 
management of the Herald is putting it very 
mildly.” 

“I appreciate the sintple yet * *.* edi- 
torials, as they have the gospel ring.” 

like the stand you have taken on the 
controversies of the day. It has the ring of 
the fathers, a century ago. T am well pileas- 
ed with the management of the Herald, and 
hope you will be retained in your position 
during lifetime.” 

“The good Lord bless the hands and heads, 
who give us such good readings through the 
Herald.” 

“TIT am much pleased with your article in 
last week’s Herald on the * * * ,” 

“The Herald is very satisfactory.” 

“I want to thank you for your judicious, 
kind-spirited * * * article * * * .” 

“God bless you my brother, and keep you 
— you are as long as congenial to your- 
self. 

(Of another 
Ways glad to 





denomination. ) “Tam al- 
hear from you _ personally, 
though your editorials interest me greatly; 
and as I read them most attentively, your 
exchanges probably do also; so that I suspect 
you are in no wise as obscure as you think 
you are. 

“I thought I must write and tell you how 
loath I was to give you up from the noble 
position you have filled so long and faith- 
fully.” 

“IT would say the 
each week.” 

“We heartily indorse the 
editor of the Herald.” 

“Permit me to say 
without flattery) 
a * * I 


Herald grows better 


attitude of the 
(for I. can say it 
I am really proud of you. 
hope our heavenly Father’ will 
spare and sustain you and cause the breth 
ren,” ete. 

“Have read the Herald for twenty years, 
and never with more interest.” 

“I must congratulate you on * * *,_ It 
was certainly to the point; and so well put.” 

“With yvour general management of the 
paper I am pleased. Of course, absolute 
agreement as to what articles should ‘or 
should not appear in print, is not to be ex- 
pected; and some articles have appeared that 
I wish had been omitted; but it has been 
so always, and as you have many minds and 


a variety of tastes to please, we must none 
of us be too critical. You are to be con- 
gratulated for the kind and manly way in 


which you have disposed of questions,” ete. 

“May you not have come to your place by 
the providence of €:0d,” ete. 

“Having taken it constantly 
and I certainly could not 
any other paper.” 

I have been a member of the — Con- 
ference for thirty-two years, and have taken 
and read the Herald during that time ex- 
cept six months. * * * During this time we 
think it has-never been better.” 

“l am, and have been, well pleased with 
your management of the Herald.” 

“T have said to some folks that the Herald 
had got the most religion of any paper I can 
find.” 

“You have won a * * * victory. 
tient, forgiving, and of good courage.” 

“It seems to me that if your editorial on 
* * * or something similar, were put in 
pamphlet form it- would have a large sale.” 

“You have my hearty sympathy in your 
work, and my prayers. * * * Your stand is 
right.” 

“T am with you in your work. 
editorials very much, 


since 1844; 
exchange it for 


3e pa- 


I like your 
the spirit of them, 
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their truthfulness, and the gentlemanly -bear- 
ing of the writer.” ; 

“I consider that every ineh Of the, space 
in our paper is valuable.” 3 

“The oldest and best religious newspaper.” 

“T am. sorry indeed of the change of edi- 
torship.” : 

“The Herald is read by the boarders in our 
ae and by others. They are pleased with 
it.” 


““T want to thank you personally for your 
editorial in the issue of March Ist, on For- 
eign Missions. It was to me at once enter- 


taining and instructive, as_ well as being 
timely. It furnished me the groundwork of 


a sermon for which I have been both thanked 
and complimented.” 

“IT have read the Herald of Gospel Liberty 
for many years. But it is the best now I 
have ever known it, I have no hesitancy 
in taking a copy of it, which I do, into my 
pulpit and urging the people to subscribe for 
it. I tell them the first and second pages 
are worth the price of the paper.” 

“The Herald of to-day by far excels the 

Ilerald. of former years. * * * These state- 
ments are not simply the utterance of one 
tongue, but the masses to-day are giving ex- 
pression to the same thought.” 
“Let me congratulate the editor upon the 
wise and prudent course he has pursued, and 
the sweet Christian spirit he has manifested 
under such trying circumstances.” 

“The most efficient means to that end has 
been the faithful and self-sacrificing labors 
of the editor of the Herald of Gospel Liberty 
in the face of opposition.” 

“My admiration for its many excellences, 
You give us an exceedingly valuable first 





page, and your editorials are as able as I 
find in any other religious weeklies,—yes, 


abler than those of most of your cotempo- 
raries.’ 

“I have thus written you that your heart 
may be comforted.” 

“TI admire the spirit and ability with which 
you conduct our beloved Herald.” 

“Some editorials, any one of 
worth a whole year’s subscription.” 

“The Herald gets better every week.” 

“I am indeed proud of your work as edi- 
torial manager.” 

“The Herald never was so good as now.” 

“The Herald grows better each succeeding 
issue. I prize it more highly than ever be- 
fore.” 

“Permit me to say that the Herald of Gos- 
pel Liberty is growing more Christianly 
helpful every week.” 

“The one that has already furnished me 
more precious thoughts than any one writer 
I ever read after..* * * I read your burning 
words to a Jarge audience last Sunday.” 

“IT want to thank you from the depths of 
my heart for your very excellent editorial in 
last Herald of Gospel Liberty.” 

“I-do not know as there is any personal 
attraction above the ordinary of you to me, 
or me to you; there has never been any par- 
ticular circumstance to call it forth. But as 
a servant of God, in loyalty to our church, a 
savior of the integrity and position our 
church should hold in the world, I dearly 
love and revere you. God knows the truth- 
fulness of my utterance. And it is one of 
the most unexplaimable things I have at 
present on my hands,—how the brethren,” 
ete. 

“T have read the Herald of Gospel Liberty 
as carefully as I could, and for the last four 
years it has ‘been the most free from ob- 
jectionable controversy in all the time I 
have taken it (thirty-eight years).” 

“IT world prefer copies of last week's issue 
for at leus: two reasons :—your article con- 
cerning the c, ‘ds, which is very timely and 
to the point,” . ~. 

“The Herald 0. Gos, 
paper, and I love it.” 

“TI am sorry for the change of editor. * * * 
But by the help of Gu! you have entered 
the harbor safe and I believe more united 
than we have been for a iong time.” 

“Tie has been faithful to the Christian 
church. I hope and expect he will be re- 
elected.” 

“Believing under the circumstances in 
most things you did that which was for the 
best.” 

“There is no better Christian paper print- 
ed in the world.” 

“Your writings have been read with pleas- 
ure. 1 think the Herald never equaled 
what it is now. I commenced taking it under 
the editorship of Daniel P. Pike, and follow- 
ed it to Dayton, Ohio. And I think among 
all the editors, none have equaled J. J. Sum- 
merbell.”” 

“Taken it regularly for some twenty-five 
years. We. appreciate its weekly visits in 
our home, and think it a grand old paper.” 

“IT want to say, also, not by way of plat- 
itude, but of sincerity, I never knew the 
Herald of Gospel Liberty when it was better 
than at present.” 

“IT sent that editorial to him. When I 
saw him again, he told me that he was in 
sympathy with the spirit and opinion of the 
editorial, and more than ever interested in 
our connection.” 

“Your accurate and broad scholarship pro- 
duces from week to week a religious journal 
of high merit and great influence.’ * * * 
For twenty-three years I have been a sub- 
seriber to the Herald. Over half this period 
you have been its editor, and your editorials 
have been to me a magnificent library.” 

“The dear old Herald was rich, and our 
worthy editor's piece on,the first page was 
the piece I always sougat first. May the 
dear old paper still continue to be as grand 
vs it has been under the oversight of the 
worthy man who is soon to leave the chair.” 

“T feel reasonably sure you will continue 
as our. editor. It shall be my prayer that 
you shall.” 

“We're so ignorant out here, that we 
don’t know any better than to stand by the 
lierald of Gospel Liberty, its editor,” etc. 

“God bless you in your noble, loyal stand 
for truth.” 

“I shall vote for Summerbell as editor, 
from principle.” 

“It seems almost too much to ask you to 
be a candidate for re-election.” 

“T have been a reader of your valuable 
paper for nearly four years; and now it has 
become one of the necessary articles In the 
home.”’ 

“I think it simply grand.” 

“T am glad and rejoice in the Lord you are 
where you are.” 

(Of another denomination). 


which is 


: Liberty is a grand 


“T am think- 


ing of Huntington, the Quadrennial, officers 
appointed, what of yourself, of 


resigned, 


Brother Hess. My hope is that both of a 
remain as you were, and will another four 
years. It will take two good men to do as 
much and such govd, aye, excellent work as 
you have done, -I have known~the Herald 
forty years. it was never equal to what it 
is, to what it has been for sometime past.” 

“I want to thank you for the uplift I get 
from the Herald each week, and for your 
straightforward, Christian course. May you 
long remain at the heim, and never give the 
trumpet an uncertain sound.” 

“I wish to thank you for your two editor- 
ials in recent numbers of the Herald of Gos- 
pel Liberty on foreign missions.” 


“T wish to assure you of my appreciation.” 

“IT hope that the A. C. C. will again elect 
you_as the editor of the glorious old Herald 
of Gospel Liberty.” 

“Hope you will sueceed yourself as editor 
of Herald Gospel Liberty.” 

“Again I thank you for the valuable as- 
sistance which you gave me.” 

“IT cannot tell you how sorry I am that 
your work as editor is to stop.” 

“I have often thought I would write you 
a personal letter telling you how much 
appreciate your labors as editor. The first 
thing I look for is ‘Other. Matters of Gen- 
eral Interest.’ That column alone is -worth 
the price of the paper. I do not know_how 
you can make the paper any better. I be- 
gan taking the paper in 1848, and have been 
a reader of it most of the time since.” 

“There seeinms to be a feeling of perfect 
content in these sections referred to. It 
seems to me that if there was anything like 
dissatisfaction it would have developed itself 
in some unguarded instance before this. 
* * * T have always been an admirer and 
staunch supporter of yourself as man, min- 
ister and Herald editor,” ete. 

“It has been my purpose for a long time 
to send you a few words that shall be ex- 
pressive of my appreciation of the work 
which you are doing in the editorial office. 
The. Herald of Gospel Liberty has never been 
of so much interest to me as it is now. It is 
ably edited. Its leading articles afford much 
choice reading, and its editorials are strong 
defenders of the truth, while the spirit 
which they carry to the reader is of tender- 
ness and love.” 

“I have been reading in the Herald of 
Gospel Liberty with much interest your 
writings,” .etc. 

“T want to thank you personally for that 
editorial on * * * . The only fault I 
found with it was -its brevity. Dr. Sum- 
merbell, our people need'such articles as that 
— than any other at the present time,” 
ete. 

“T want your continuance as editor.” 

“In the careful, candid, persevering, crit- 
ical labor required for the preparation of 
that article, you have done not only the 
Christians but the world a _ service that 
will be an honor to your name as long as 
it shail be found on the pages of American 
history. It is not only in the end sought 
and reached by your labor, but in revealing 
your habit of thoroughness and your ability 
to investigate a question of that nature 
that great credit is due you. I always read 
every item of your editorials, and many of 
them give me great satisfaction, but I think 
no one has touched me quite so deeply as 
this one does, Please accept my congratu- 
lations.” 

“We also as a unit, endorse the editorship 
of the Herald, and shall stand,” etc. 

“The great delight I take in reading your 
editorials. I consider them broad and _ sen- 
sible. I pass my paper over to one of the 


professors here at ——, who enjoys it 
very much. He says that a denomination 


of our size ought to be proud of such a 
paper. I think most of us are.” 


-“T desire to congratulate you upon your 
unbounded success in giving us the best paper 
within its history.” 

“At no period of its history has it been so 
ably conducted as it is now, and it compares 
favorably with any religious publication in 
the land. I have heard but one person ex- 
press an unfavorable opinion, and he said 
that the editor was too polemical and the 
paper too controversial. What kind of a 
paper do such people want? An editor who 
would write platitudes, and try to convince 
the people that there is very little difference 
between our people and other Christian bod- 
ies? Had it not been for controversy, the 
Christian connection would never have had 
an existence, and, in my humble opinion, 
without. controversy its truths can never 
be perpetuated. Of course there are always 
those who are trying to climb_the old sectari- 
an fence,” ete. 

“T am frank to say that my people say 
that the H. G. L. was never better than it 
is now, and the ease with which I have 
secured renewals from time to time is evi- 
dence that the people mean what they say.” 


ig article referring to the * * * is 
good,” 
“Intellectual ability and Christian char- 


acter have always commanded my confidence 
and admiration,” etc. 

“T compliment you and everybody for try- 
ing to be true to conscientious convictions 
of duty.” 

“IT am sure you are standing for the real 
interests of our cause, with an ability and 
loyalty which command my admiration and 
support.” 

“T am eighty. I want the Herald as long 
as I can see to read.” 

“Always been in favor of our present 
editor, yourself, and nothing has yet occur- 
red to cause me to shift my position in 
this matter,” 

“T am reading the Herald with interest. 
I heard a man say at conference that ‘one 
page of your editorial was worth the sub- 
roe price of a year.’” 

“T enjoy the Herald, and congratulate you 
upon your ability to conduct it so well.” 

“We of this part of the state of * * * 
are satisfied with the editor.” 

“T am satisfied with the present editor- 
ship,. and also with the agent. We can do 
no better.” 

“And that the present editor may be re- 
turned to his chair.” . 

“Am not in. favor of any change, but favor 
the retention of a man who has stood for 
the integrity of our principles, for the main- 
tenance of respect and reverence for God's 
word, and the exaltation of our divine Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, and for the de- 
fence of a position that is safe, sound and 
tenable,” etc. 

“T wish you God-speed in your new field 
of labor. I meekly submit to the powers 





that be. But my preference was to retain 
you as editor.” 

“The Lord bas graciously - blessed - your 
work, May he ever bless your labors of 
ove.” 

“IT don’t know why any one should at- 
tack you-as editor, for the Herald never 
was better than now.” 


“I wanted to say to you that I am very 
much pp with your management of the 
Herald. I have been a reader of the paper 
for forty-five years, and in my estimation it 
is cleaner, brighter and better in every way 
than ever before.” » 

“T have had it in my mind ever since the 
convention to write you, but have been sv 
egos over the action of that body that 

could not muster up fortitude to do so 
until new. * * * ~You have the proud sat- 
isfaction of knowing that not one of your 
contemporories was abler, clearer, vr better 
edited than was the Herald. Your conserva 
tism was an element of strength, your learn. 
ing and broad reading equipped you to meet 
every question of doubtful meaning, and 
yor gentle spirit enabled you to keep peace 
among all contenders.” 

“T am very sorry and greatly disappointed 
that you were not re-elected editor of the 
Herald of Gospel Liberty, and I am sure 
that many New Hngland readers of the Her- 
ald feel the same. Had I been at the con- 
vention you would have received one more 
vote, I am sure.” 

“The columns you have so tong edited 
with distinguished ability.” 

“Many thanks to you for greatly bettering 
my articles by your editing them.” 

“T want to thank you personally for your 
editorials; especially of Nov. 8th. I hope 
they were quite generally read: I hope you 
will give us an editorial on,” ete. 

“And you, Brother Summerbell, * * * for 
re-election. to the editorship of the Herald,” 
etc. - 
“He has held the columns of our. paper 
open to the freest discussion of. all con- 
troverted questions, in some cases where 
the articles reflected upon his course,” etc. 

“TJ have been a reader of the H. G. L. 
12 or 14 years, and learned to love it for 
its purity.’ 

“The Herald grows more and more pre- 
cious to me.” 

“T have enjoyed the Herald for 25 years, 
and think it is now all that it is possible 
for any man as editor to make it with ex- 
isting denominational conditions.” 

“You have my entire contidence as an 
editor.” 

“To pass a resolution endorsing Dr. Sum- 
merbell.” 

“I want to say that personally I should 
have been pleased for you to have been con- 
tinued as editor of the H. G. L.; but per- 
haps it is better for you, amd I hope for the 
cause, for the change to be made.” 

“I want to- congratulate you, and_ the 
brethren who so nobly steod with you.” 

“Well, of course, the time is near when 
you lay off the official robe and care of 
editor, and get a long needed and deserved 
rest, and with the sweet consciousness of 
having done your best, and with the tenacity 
of death have held on to principles and 
right, exhibiting the loyalty of a Daniel. 
Yes; God bless you wherever you may cast 
your lot: and console yourself with he 
fact that legions of frien are yours.” 

“The best editor we have ever had.” 

“You are one of the sweetest, if not the 
sweetest, of the men our little denomination 
numbers; at the same time you are of 
firm fiber, strong and vigorous in a strug- 
gle, Men others by themselves, and 
persons who can searecely conceive (much 
less struggle for) your lofty ideals, are un- 
able to put » proper value upon things, and 
so have used harsher terms for your fidelity.” 

“I admire the position you have ever up- 


fey De 
judge 


“While it is not my privilege to econgratu- 
late you on-your re-election to the oflice 
of editor of the Herald, (as I hoped), I 
am thankful you have been permitted to 
serve us so long.” 

“Why, Brother Summerbell, I cannot bear 
the thought that it may be possible your 
work is nearly done.” 4 

“Many, many times, in our evening talks 
around our family fireside, we express our- 
selves by saying, ‘I wonder if the Herald 
will be as good with the new editor.’ ”’ 

“T am sorry that you so soon leave tlie 
editorial chair. I want to tell‘ you that 
your articles in the Herald have just 
voiced my own mind as to this little, selfish 
craze,” etc. 

“This is perhaps the last letter I will 
write you as editor of the good old Herald. 
You have been faithful in the past, and God 
will reward you for it. I don’t Hke to see 
the Herald change hands; but, may be, it 
is for the best. At least we will think so.” 

“Sorry that you were not re-elected editor: 
for I firmly believe you were the right man 
in the rigbt place.” . 

“Capable every way to edit a paper, and 
one who had done his work nobly.” 

“Brother Summerbell, we regret that you 
are so soon to leave the editorial chair iu 
our Publishing House. You have served us 
so well, and for so long a time, that. the 
Herald will come to ns shorn, as it were, 
of an influence coming from a pleasing ac- 
quaintance,”’ 

“You shave plenty of friends, and your 
enemies must admire you. We were proud 
of you at the late convention. * * * It 
seems to me that your editoriajs grow more 
sweet and tender with each issue of the 


paper. We do. not see how we are to let 
you go. * * * But I presume we must 
part with you; but we will never forget 


you for your kindness to us as contributors 
to the Herald. ‘The paper has grown_ in 
influence under your charge. * * * You 
have made many friends while in the editor- 
ship. We hope for the best. We would like 
to see your picture in the Herald.” 

“God ‘has reserved you for the time you 
are so much needed. * * * Well, it seems 
somewhat sad to think this is probably the 
last letter I will addréss you as editor of 
the Herald. If I could find words I would 
try to express my appreciation of your work 
in this capacity, but words fail me. You 
have done great things for our cause. I! 
am wondering what line of work you are 
contemplating taking up when you lay down 
your work as editor.” 

“This is likely the last matter I will send 
you while you are editor, this term at any 
rate. I want to thank you personally for 
the * * *, and also for the personal help 
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] have received from your writings. May 
you find a place for useful service to the 
cause, Which, of course, you will.” 

“It is with much regret that we must 
shortly give you up. * * * But we must be 
submissive to the powers that be, hoping for 
the better. I am yours with much respect 
and brotherly love. Good bye.” 


Our readers must not suppose that we 
imagine we are worthy of the varied 
and warm words of approval quoted 
above. But we. have gathered them 
rapidly from hundreds and hundreds of 
communications, not-one of them asked 
for, of course, and some of them care- 
fully written articles. We rublish a 
sufficient number, and brethren who ap- 
prove our course may see three things: 
(1) that they, severally, are not alone; 
(2) that it would have been impractic- 
able for us to publish these things while 
expecting to remain editor: for in mak- 
ing these quotations we have been guid- 
ed by the rule, not to quote the same 
friend twice; (3) and that we have not 
ysed the columns of the paper for per- 
sonal advantage, but for the people who 
owned it. 

We have taken mischievous pleasure, 
however, in seeing that one or two of 
our exchanges have been in the habit of 
using our matter without giving credit. 
We remember one paper published in a 
city of over a million population, which 
condensed one of our editorials, using 
many of the very phrases in ours, and 
giving no credit. Its editor many years 
ago received thousands of dollars more 
salary than we ever did. In another 
city of over a million population is 
printed a denominational paper, in whose 
issue of October 21, 1905, we found the 
following matter as editorial: 

There has been published recently in Amer- 
ica a book entitled ‘The Lynching of Jesus.” 
While the author is reverent, the title of the 
book suggests that Jesus was put to death 
by mob violence. There is no question that 
the forms of law were violated by the cruci- 
fixion of Jesus, and the substance of justice 
was perverted. But Jesus was not lynched. 


The officers of law put him to death. He 
was cxecuted after sentence was spoken by 











the Roman magistrate. Prior to this the 
Jewish Sanhedrin had pronounced him to 
be worthy of death. The Roman Empire and 


the Jewish Church must both bear the odium 
of Jesus’ death. The leaders killed him; 
not the mob, 

There was not even a quotation mark 
about this matter, although the follow- 
ing editorial had appeared in the Her- 
ald of Gospel Liberty on October 5, 1905: 


There has been a book published recently, 
entitled, “Phe- Lynching of Jesus.” While 
the author is reverent, the title of the book 


suggests that Jesus Was put to death by mob 
violence. There is no question that the 
forms of law were violated by the crucifixion 
of Jesus, and the substance of justice was 
perverted. But Jesus was not lynched. The 
officers of law- put him to death. He was 


executed after sentence was spoken by the 
Roman magistrate. Prior to this the Jewish 


Sanhedrin had pronounced him to be worthy 
of death. The Roman Empire and the Jew- 


ish Church must both bear the odium of 
Jesus’ death, The leaders killed him; not 
the mob. 


A number of other cases of this kind 
have occurred, but* we were especially 
amused in these because the editors be- 
longed to two denominations which con- 
sider themselves the caskets of the cul- 
ture and intellectuality of the age. 

It is also a pleasure to state that in 
the twelve years in which we have been 
quoting our exchanges, very often com- 
batting the opinions they expressed, 
and attacking the creeds they represent- 
ed, there has not been a single instance in 
which any exchange has accused us of 
making a misquotation. And there has 
been only one exchange that accused us 
of unfairness of any kind. And. that 
one did not deny the accuracy of our 
quotations, whose. full complaint we re- 
produced when replying to it. This ex- 
perience is remarkable; seeing that we 
have possibly ‘made thousands of quo- 
tations from the press of many denomi- 
nations, and have sought no favor. This 
Is an exceedingly impressive tribute to 
the truthfulmess of our work. 

As we vacate the editorial position 
we do not feel to regret the polity we 
have followed, because it has been justi- 
fied by results. About the time of be- 
coming editor we were informed that 
unless we run the paper more in the 
interests of the Congregationalists forty- 
Six of our young ministers would go to 
that body. They had begun going. We 
did not change our course. The exodus 
ceased. A number of years later, we 
learned that in one state. ministers 
Sought to deed all our church property 
mn that state to the Congregationalists 
i trust for the Christians.” The con- 
dition of things has so changed that 
Ihinisters now desire, to be considered 
faithful. 

However, our editorial management 
has been such, whatever may have been 
our personal opinion, that we have 
never driven any brother out of the min- 








istry, nor out of the denomination. We 
have at times suffered ourselves, rather 
than crowd a brother to the wall. 

We believe our polity has been justi- 
fied by the visible fact that. our denom- 
ination-is now better united than when 
we became editor; at which time a de- 
nominational lawsuit of great bitterness 
was in progress. In- this unification the 
paper must have had some favorable 
influence. And we are gratified that 
our successor, a man denominationally 
faithful, is not to be harrassed by con- 
ditions like those prevailing when-we 
began. 

And although a religious paper is not 
published especially to make money, it 
is gratifying to state that our course 
has not militated against the finances 
of the paper. When we became editor, 
a little ever fifty-nine per cent. of the 
circulation of the Herald was at a twen- 
ty-five cent rate for a few months;a great 
reduction from the regular rate. De- 
ducting the “twenty-five centers” from 
the whole list, and making allowance 
for the papers necessarily going free, 
such as exchanges, stockholders, adver- 
tisers, etc., we find that the present list 
at the regular rate is twice what it was 
twelve years ago, notwithstanding in- 
creased competition. 

We had thought to publish, as reveal- 
ing another phase of the subject, our 
report prepared for the Huntington Con- 
vention; but space forbids, and it will 
never appear. 

Our subscribers will excuse us for 
taking so much space on these sub, cts, 
we are sure, seeing that the matter we 
have published is of the nature of which 
much capital is ‘usually made by ordi- 
nary journals; and as we have not used 
it hitherto, and as this is our last issue, 
our readers. need not fear that it can 
become a habit of the paper: for our 
successor will be too modest to say the 
kind words said to him, until the time of 
his retirement. To those who have been 
patient enough to read this article, and 
to sustain us, we give our thanks, and 
say, Farewell. J. J. SUMMERBELL. 

Dayton, Ohio, Box 906. 
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A LESSON FROM THE PLANTS. 
BY NELLIE BENSON. 

Autumn had come, decorating the 
forest, thickets, and fence rows in all 
her tints of gold and red. 

Yonder we see a forest of tinted ma- 
ples, brownish red oaks, and seer hick- 
ory, trees with an underbrush of paw- 
paw, prickly ash, and black haws. In 
the clearing in front of the wood the 
berry bushes are almost leafless, showing 
through their naked boughs the decayed 
stumps around which they grow. 

fallen, rotten logs lie here and there, 
along, which grow clusters of penny- 
royal that has taken the place of the 
violets which grew there in the spring. 
Still further in front is a rail fence 
whose continual turnings in and out form 
many a nook and corner for elderberry 
bushes, golden rod, sumack, bitter-sweet 
and ivy. 

The sun rose red, as seen through a 
hazy atmosphere, warning us that fall 
is already here. Later in the day it is 
clear, and ‘all nature apparently seems 
happy. The yellow maple leaf seems to 
say, “I am going to rest,” as it loses its 
hold on the branch and floats down, 
gently wafted to a quiet retreat by the 
breeze. 

And listen, there seems to be a dis- 
cordant voice. It comes from the prick- 
ly ash that stands near the edge of the 
forest. 

“T really am ashamed of all my neigh- 
bors,” she says. “There is that pawpaw 
bush who was determined to have some 
nice large fruit; but she overdid the 
matter and filled it half up with great 
black seeds and the other half with 
sweet, sickish pulp that no one liked. 
If she had seasoned it with some of my 
prickly berries they would have been 
worth something. 

“This mandrake right under me set 
out early in the spring to do a big sum- 
mer’s work, and has done nothing but 
ripen one little apple, the lazy thing. 
Here I have my boughs full of pretty red 
clusters. No, I have nothing to be 
ashamed of except my neighbors, but I 
declare the way they manage their af- 
fairs is enough to worry me to death. 
That elderberry bush had plenty of ber- 
ries, but such woody, tasteless things 
they were. Mine have some strength. 
Some think too much, but I believe in do- 
ing well what I have to do. 

“I do wish some one would come and 
destroy that bittersweet vine growing 
over that fence. All summer the name 








has. rankled in my mind. As I sway to 
and fro in the breeze I keep saying to 
Inyself ‘Bit-ter-sweet,’ ‘bit-ter-sweet’ and 
I spend whole days pondering over the 
subject, just what it means. Whether 
it is bitter or whether it is sweet or 
how a thing can be both bitter and sweet. 
I wish some’ plantalogian would come 
and explain that and one or two other 
puzzling questions to me. Perhaps then 
I would have more faith in nature. 

“I always did detest yellow; yet, I 
stand where I cannot help gazing from 
morning until night upon those glaring 
golden rods. How vain they are. See 
them nod their heads, proud of their 
name and rank. I’d like to know what 
they .had done to boast over, I would. 
The ivy too has blazed out in ftaunting 
colors. Just wait, it will not be long 
before his branches will be bare and his 
tendrills chilling in the autumn wind. 
Serve him right it will.” 

It is no knowing how long the prickly 
ash would have gone on criticising her 
neighbors had not the golden rod, after 
bowing a moment in wounded pride, 
suddenly remembered that her neighbors 
too had been humilated and needed com- 
fort and cheer. In her thought for oth- 
ers, she entirely forgot self-injuries, but 
sent conscling messages from one to an- 
other. . 

So busy. was she in her mission that 
her tasseled head nodded faster and 
higher. 

“Did not Father Bowers,” she said, 
“have his son drive him down through 
the meadow and pasture that he might 
see pawpaws and pick them with his 
own hands just as he did when a boy. 

“Was it not the elderberries on this 
bush that Aunt Manda said were such 
nice large ones and she must have every 
one of them, to lay away for winter pies. 

“If I am not mistaken,” the golden rod 
continued, “there is a medicine made of 
mandrake root that is extensively used, 
and I know that farmer Jones sent his 
boys out here last year, after bitter- 
sweet berries with instructions to ‘gath- 
er every one boys, for the salve is good 
for every thing that ails man or beast.’ 
This I know for I heard the boys talking 
as they gathered. 

“Was it not your pretty red leaves that 
Judge Walters children went in ectasies 
over, my ivy friend? How little Mable 
did danee-.and clap her tiny hands and 
say, ‘Oh, see the pitty wed leaves.’ No 
we must not mind what the prickly ash 
says. Nature has endowed her with a 
prickly disposition and she is not te 
blame for her sarcasm. We have 
one of us done the duties t* 
demanded of us 
rest fec"’ 
not bee 


encourasg 

ter’s rep ! as 
ordained \ a det ination 
to wake uj prir vita renewed 
vigor and vitality ready to do another 


summer’s work. 

“T think,” s.id the bitter-sweet to the 
ivy, “that the golden rod is a very home- 
ly flower, but has a lovely disposition.” 

“There you are again,” replied the ivy, 
“you never can say a pleasant thing 
without first saying something disagree- 
able.” 

“T never say a bitter thing of my 
neighbor without saying something 
sweet, do I?” 

“No, come to think of it you never do. 
I suppose you are not to blame for being 
the way nature made you; but I did not 
like that first remark of yours. I think 
tne golden rod is as handsome as she is 
good. She has caught so many of the 
sun’s rays that she looks like the sun. 
Her sunny appearance as well as her 
good disposition helps to make life 
brighter for all of us. How blue we all 
felt as we listened to the biting remarks 
of the prickly ash but the golden rod 
has cheered us all.” 

**e 2 2 * 


Let us individually analyze our own 
characters. If this world that the Lord 
has made so bright and perfect seems 
dark and gloomy; if we are continually 
seeing and prophesying ruin and censur- 
ing others, we may be sure that we are 
of the prickly ash type. Or if we have 
absorbed so much of the divine grace 
that the Christ love radiating from our 
hearts penetrates the hearts of others 
and the world is made brighter and bet- 
ter by our presence, then surely we are 
like the golden rod. Let us beware of 
the conjunctions that are apt to creep 
into our remarks. : 

To many “if’s” and “but’s” mingling 
the bitter with the sweet, it not treating 
our friends justly. 
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We all have faults, but we much pre- 
fer our friends to glance lightly over 
them and see only the best side of our 
natures, 

Enon, Ohio. 


OBITUARIES. 


HENRY SPATEHOLT, a member of East 
Cobleskill Christian church, dropped dead in 
his door yard, December 11, 1906, the funer- 
al was held at the house, burial at Middle- 
burg. The pastor, J. H. Clark, officiated. 








MUDGE.—I have just returned from Maple 
Rapids, Mich., where I was called to assist 
the pastor, Rev. F. P. Trotter in the funeral 
services of Sister Mary Mudge, the beloved 
wife of our esteemed brother Dr. E. Mudge. 
Sister Mudge was a great sufferer, but bore 
her ie with great patience and heroic 
fortitude. he was a noble woman and an 
admirable Christian worker. Bro. Trotter 
preached an able and touching sermon, which 
was followed by the reading of her obituary 
and a short address by the writer who had 
known her more tnan forty years. The fu- 
neral was largely attended on Thursday, 
December 20th, at the Christian church. A 
fuller notice with obituary will appear later. 
—D. E. MILLARD, Portland, Mich. 





MRS. SARAH B. GARWOOD was born 
April 13, 1828, and died December 14, 1906, 
aged 78 years, 8 months and 1 day. Sister 
Garwood. had been a member of the Chris- 
tian church for fifty-three years. She was 
loval to the principles of the church, believ- 
irg that the principles of the Christian 
church were the best in the world. The 
members of the Fairview Christian Church, 
Bridgeboro, N. J., will miss her. She leaves 
one daughter, Mrs. William Ferguson, of Pat- 
terson, N. J., and a host of friends to mourn. 
Her funeral sermon was preached at her 
residence in Bridgeboro, N. J., Monday, Dec. 
17, by the writer, assisted by Rev. W. L. 
Gennett. S. L. BAUGHER. 





ANTHONY.—The funeral services of Mrs. 
Rhoda M. B. Anthony were held in the Fourth 
Christian Church, at Brownell’s Corner, 
Mass, Saturday, at 1 o'clock, in the presence 
of a large company of relatives and friends. 
Rev. Edward Francis, of South Westport, 
was in charge. Rev. J. C. Emerson, a for- 
mer pastor, read the Scriptures, Rev. W. J. 
Reynolds offered prayer, an appropriate hymn 
was read by Rev. J. M. Lewis and a short 
sermon preached by Rey. Mr. Francis froin 
the text, “That they might be called trees 
of righteousness, the planting of the I ord, 
that he might be glorified,’ Isaiah 61:3. 
Interment took place in the family burying 
lot just across from the church. There were 
many beautiful flowers from relutives and 
friends, a wreath and standsrd from the 
church and Sunday-schoo! of Lrownell’s “ 
ner and a wreath from the Christ‘s* 
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ine Middle Street Chris- 
New Bedford, and on her 
rall River she became a member 
e Franklin Street Christian Church. 
Ju her marriage to Mr. Anthony she came 
with him to Brownell’s Corner, where he 
began his labors as pastor of the Fourth 
Christian Church. After a pastorate of ten 
years they went to Scotland, Conn., labor- 
ing there for one year, and on their return 
to their home in Westport engaged actively 
in Christian work and were known far und 
wide for their works’ sake. Mrs. Anthony 
was always thinking of others. God was 
so real to her and the Bible so true to her 
experience that she got great character to 
herself. She believed that what God had 
done for her he would do for all who would 
commit their way unto him. She will be 
greatly missed in the home church and in 
the church gatherings of her denomination. 
She was truly a good woman.—Fall River 
News, Deo. 17, 1906. 


MARRIAGES. _ 











TURNER—KELLY.—Deacon Newton Tur- 
ner of East Cobleskill Christian church, was 
married to Miss Satie E. Kelly, of Ballston, 
N. Y., by Rev. John Howard Clark, Tuesday, 
December 18, 1906. Ceremony at Malta, 
w..: ¥. 

MILLER—-HUKLE—Married at the home 
of Milton Hellyen, near the Mount Pleasant 
Christian Church, in Fulton County, IIli- 
nois, on Sunday, December 2, 1906, at 10:30 
a. m., Mr. Grover C. Miller to Miss Beatrice 
M. Hukle; groomsman, Mr. Roy Hukle ; brides- 


maid, Miss Hettie Bown; officiating clergy- 
Write at once for 
the most liberal of- 
fer ever made for 
obtaining patents 
and ask for the “Inventor’s Guide,” the 
best book published for inventors. Best 
references. Established 20 years. Ad- 


dress WM. N. MOORE, Washinzton, D.C. 











Steel Alloy Church and School Bells. ‘or 
Catalogue. The ©. 8S, BELL  UO., Hillsboro. Oy 
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A.C.C. Column. 


Rev. J. F. Burnett, D. D., of Muncie, Indiana, ig the sec- 
retary of the American Christian Convention, and we piace 
his matter in this column, as well as other matter, occasion- 
ally, relating to the A. C. C.; but Dr. Burnett is m2 
sible only for the matter signed with his name. 





rs 
concerning the A. C. C. work should be addressed to him. _ 








The Country Church. 

The larger number of our churches are in 
the country.. This fact is not to be regretted. 
The country needs the church, and the church 
needs the country. The gretest safeguard to 


our American life is the fact, that the majority 


of the people are yet in rural districts. It will 
be a sad day fer this nation when the popula- 
tion of the city outnumbers that of the country 
Not a few times in the history of our civiliza- 
tion has the voice spoken, the ballot cast, the 
sermon preached, the sentiment aroused, and 
the musket shouldered by the courageous men 
of the country, hushed the turbulent storm, 
and quieted the lashing waves of strife; and 
while we are building churches in the cities, 
and looking after our interests in the centers 
of population, we must not neglect the coun- 
try church, for principally among the factors 
for keeping the country sane, clean, and pure 
politically, socially and morally, is the country 
church. Many of our ripest scholars, our ear- 
nest workers, our most efficient ministers, and 
our thorough going loyal Christian men and 
women, are yet in the country church, or have 
come from them into the cities, and the old 
home country church, where they were con- 
verted is to them the dearest spot on the earth. 
It has sOmetimes been said, that any kind of a 
preacher would do for the country church, and 
not long ago.a preacher said, “that it was not 
necessary for him to make much preparation, as 
h¢ Was only going to preach in the country.” 
No greater misconception of conditions could 
exist, and-no more serious mistake could be 
made, than for a preacher to go to the-country 
church unprepared to preach, for the old adage 
is as true now as ever it was, that the man 
going to the city to preach should take his 
best coat, and going to the country should take 
his best sermon. The country pastor should 
be an educated man, up-to-date in methods of 
work, thoroughly missionary in spirit, sociable 
in disposition, a good mixer, an able sermon- 
izer, strong in character, positive in conviction, 
tactful in service, and withal a hard student 
and a faithful shepherd. But here I go, talking 
about the preacher, when I started out to talk 
about the church, dnd the country church, at 
that, and so returning to the theme, I want 
to lay emphasis upon the following things: 

First.—The country church of necessity be- 
comes the social center of the community in 
which it is located, and thus proves itself a 
necessity as well as a blessing. In the absence 
of halls in which to hold lectures and other 
social functions, the church becomes an abso- 
lute and indispensable necessity ; for the social 
life of the community will assert itself, and find 
time, place, and opportunity, for. development 
and illustration. It is a fact greatly to be re- 
gretted, that in many communities the church 
has allowed its young life to be too largely in- 
fluenced by other than religious forces, but in 
any community to the extent that the church 
furnishes the opportunity for, and keeps con- 
tro! of the svucial life of the community, to that 
extent will it keep the social life of the com- 
munity clean and healthy, and that this is a 
part of the life and work of the church no one 
can question, 
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Second. -fhe church is a great educational 
force in che community in which it exists, and 
sou ofthe best training the ‘hand, the heart, 
2 mind ever receives, comes from the church 
service in the old country-church. The country 


chureh is greatly limited and hindered in its - 


work of education by not having a settled pas- 
tor. A pastor in the country with his people 
very largely molds the thought, and conduct, 
of the young life of the community, and even 
to a degree forms the vocabulary of the people 
with whom he lives and for whom he works. 
The church that is content to live without a 
settled pastor, fritters away much of. its best 
opportunity, and fails to measure up to the 
high standard of its responsibilities, and such 
pastor never reaches the best there is in him, 
nor renders the service of which he is capable, 
and for which God and men will.hold him re- 
sponsible. It. may be truly and justly said 
that the country church exerts a greater edu- 
cational*influence in the community, than does 
the district school. The school takes the boy 
at six, and may keep him until he is sixteen, or 
longer, if he wishes to stay, for a period of 
seven or eight months each year, while the 
church has the boy while he is yet in his 
mother’s arms, and may continue to influence 
him all through the years of his life. In rural 
places where churches do not exist, all the 
finer, forceful educational influence of song, 
of prayer, of sermon, of association, of sym- 
pathy, are lost, and the community suffers ac- 
cordingly. The country church, if for no other 
reason should be maintained, supported and 
continued, for its social and educational life 
and influence. 

Third.—But the country church does not, 
and neet? net-exist-alone-for- the things-1 have 
named. It exists for and stands alone and 
unique, in its dealings with the souls of men. 
It is the God-appointed means of establishing 
the gospel of his Son in any community, and 
of uniting men in spiritual fellowship and 
Christian love. Think of a community of hon- 
est, <lean, intelligent, hard working, econom- 
ical, God-fearing country people, having to at- 
tend city churches, or be deprived of the social. 
educational, and spiritual influences which the 
church alone furnishes! No, the country church 
is a necessity and a blessing, its influence and 
life are far-reaching, and always uplifting, 
and the glory crowned saints of God, who walk 
with the Christ in light, have always, do. now, 
and ever shall, praise his name for the quiet 
country place, wherein the riches of his grace 
was made known. 

The country church should be encoaraged, 
maintained, and multiplied to the fullest ex- 
tent, and should be taught to take «all the col- 
lections. J. F. Burnett, See’y. A. C. C. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL COLUMN. 

Rey. T. S. Weeks, Lubec, Maine, is the secretary of the 
Sunday-school department of the American Christian Con- 
vention, and we place his communicatidns in this column, 
as well as other matter relating 10 the Sunday-schoo!: but 


he is responsible only for the matter signed by -his name. 
Letters former. Sunday-schoois should be wigieions ts 
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TEACHER TRAINING DEPARTMENT. 
BY CLARA: BELLE BRINEY, 
(Lesson XIX.) 

So much is being said .to-day about union. . There 
is no doubt. that the one thing needful, above all oth- 
ers to bring about this unity is the study .of the Bible, 
God’s word. A real student of the word becomes broad 
and charitable, rising above sectarianism. The Bible 
will bring nations, people and churches info unity. 
The great need of the age is a better knowledge of 
the Bible and less of theology. Minds which become 
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full of the word-will right themselves, do right, be 
generous and genteel if the word is the “Man of their 
counsel.” Such a condition is feasible, if ‘we become 
perfectly familiar with the Book ef books. Here jg 
a grand book to study. Give it all of the time j; 
needs. When you will get it you will never regret jt 
Commit the analysis if nothing else. 

Job 48 chapters. Cause and Extent of Job's Syf. 
ferings. His Patience. Talk betweeh Job and jis 
Comforters on the Cause of Human Suffering. Joh’; 
Confession aid Penitence. The Peaceful and Pros. 
perous Close of Job’s Life. 

Period covered unknown. Cause and extent of Jop’s 
suffering. Satan was allowed to test Job’s charactey 
by. depriving iim of family, wealth and health. His 
patience.—Amid all these afflictions and sufferings 
Job gave thanks, till his agony became So great, he 


‘eiilled a Curse on the day of his birth. 


Talk between Job and his friends.—The friends of 
Job argued that his affliction was due to Sin that he 
had committed. Job denied the statement and argued - 
against the theory. 

Address-of the Almighty.—God in his answer shoy. 
ed Job that as he could not understand nature, so he 
could not understand what plan God was working 
out through this experienee. Job’s confession ang 
penitence—Job owned God’s superior wisdom. Re. 
pented of his hasty words. Humbly submitted to Cov, 
The peaceful and prosperous close of Job's life— 
While he prayed for his friends, his own troubles were 
removed and he became more prosperous than before 
his trouble. The land of Uz is supposed to be in 
the northeast of the Arabian Desert. It is supposed 
that Job lived before Abraham; if so the book belongs 
between chapters 11 and-12 of Genesis. -He szys noth- 
ing about the Mosaic law, or of God’s dealings with 
the children of Israel, or of the destruction of Sodom 
or Gomorrah, but does mention the flood, and de. 
scribes the manners:and customs of the early patri- 
archs. Job was a perfect and upright man, feared God 
and eschewed evil. Job deubtiess did the best he 
knew. That was perfection. 
that in all ages God had faithful followers. 

Job’s friends acknowledged his superiority religicus- 
ly,. by getting him to intercede for them. In liis zeal 
for others Job forgot his own great sorrows, and 


Job's existence is-a proof 


when, he thought of .them again they were gone for- 


eyer. We always get most in our efforts to help others. 


NOTICES CONTINUED. 





MINISTER AT LIBERTY. 


I should be pleased to correspond with any church desir 
ing a pastor. Address Rev. A. G. Utter, Mills Corners, 
New York. 


PASTORS WANTED. 

Two or three good, reliable ministers, loyal to thie prin- 
ciples of the Christian church, are ne&ded to take work fu 
the Western Illinois Conference. For informatio i 
to the undersigned, or Rev. Robinson Ashby, Lewiston, Ill. 

Industry, DL, R. R. No. 2.- L. D. WILEELM, President. 






PASTOR WANTED. 

STANFORDVIDLY, DuTcHess Co., N. Y., Oct, 22. 1506. 
The church at Stanfordville is in the field for a pastor, 
the present pastor, Rev. R. O. Allen, having resixued. ‘The 
ministerial committee haye requested me to write sol, 
asking that a notice be put im the hferRaALD or Gosrert L!B 
PRY, requesting that ministers contemplating a chanze will 
write us regarding this field, addressing all communications 

to me. Isaac 8, Trayiss 


NORTIIWESTERN INDIANA CONFERENCHE. 

The joint convention of the Northwestern Indiana Chris 
tian Conference meets at Young America, on Tuesday nigiit 
after the first Sunday in April. The program committee }s: 
J. C. Rupe and J. B.’ Weimer, of Argos, Indiana; %. Me- 
Neely, of Tiosa, Ind,; Mrs. R. H. Gott, of Kokomo, Ind; 
Miss Ollie Hinkle, of Burrows, Ind.; Silas . Mosteller, of 
Young America, Ind. The, committee solicits correspouJtence 
relative to the program. Please write some of us ery 
so that program can be arranged and published. 


SILAS MosTe.cen. 
Ind., Nov. 27, 


Young America, 1906. 


c. P, A. TRUSTEE MBETING. 
HOGNTINGTON, IND., Noy. -17, 1206. 
Rev. Henry Crampton, Secretary’ Christian Publishing 4° 
sociation, Eaton, Ohio: : 
Dear Sir AND Brorier :-—You are hereby notified and di. 
rected to give notice to each of the members of the Boare 
of Trustees of the Christian Vublishing Association thal 
the annual meeting of the Board of Tristees of said A* 
sociation will be held in-the chapel room of the Chiristix® 
Publishing House in Dayton, Ohio, on the 9th day of Ja2- 
uary, 1907, at the hour of 10 o'clock a. m., at which time 
regular annual business 07 the Association will be trans 
acted, and such other business as -may properly be 
before said Board. In addition to giving personal notice t° 
each member of the Board, you will also give notice throus4 
the columns of the IlerALpD or GosPrEL Lipery,: the official 
organ of said Board of Trustees. 
In .witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my n1m¢ 
officially this 17th day of November, 1906. 
0. W. WHITRLOCK, | 
President Christian Publishing Association. — 
I hereby give notice of-the meeting of the Board of Trus 
tees as per the instructions above; and all persons having 
business with the Trustees are requested to file their de- 
sires in writing with ‘the secretary ten days before the 
date of, meeting, as per vote of the Trustees. 
~ TkHnry Crampton, 
, Secretary Christian” Publishing Association. 
Baton, Ohio, Nov. 20, 1906. . 3 a 
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